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The Inner Man 


By Laurie H. DuBose 
HAT if trials soaring rise, 
Bring their hurt, their sore surprise— 
Who can hinder inner eyes 
Raised to One beyond dark skies ! 


God's Hand on Chiang Kai Shek 


China’s Generalissimo, Chiang Kai 
Shek, a few years ago made public pro- 
fession of his faith in Christ.. When the 
startling news of his abduction by another 
Chinese military leader reached the world 
this winter the news dispatches were filled 
with accounts of this amazing event and 
then, a little later, of the sudden release 
without ransom and his abductor’s confes- 
sion of guilt. Various “explanations” have 
been published. A missionary friend of 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, Mrs. Hugh 
W. White, writes the Editor in a per- 
sonal letter from Yencheng about Chiang 
Kai Shek’s experience and encloses a clip- 
ping from the North China Daily News of 
January 12. Mrs. White says: “Much 
prayer had been made for him, and many 
Chinese, not ‘Christians themselves, realize 
that this [release] was an answer to prayer. 
We hope and pray. that the incident may 
be greatly used to the furtherance of the 
Gospel. With the two leading men in 
China’ Christians and Bible readers, there 
should be hope for China.” The item from 
the China newspaper is as follows: “On 
the Christmas morning, Dr. Kung was say- 
ing his prayers as on any other day. When 
he opened his Bible, a thick volume of al- 
most 2,000 pages, he found chapter 16 of 
the Acts of the Apostles, which tells of 
the release of St. Paul. The page which he 


opened at begins with verse 35, which 
reads: ‘And when it was day, the magis- 
trates sent the sergeants, saying, Let those 
men go. Dr. Kung continued reading 
verses 36 to 40. After reading these verses, 
he marvelled at their appropriateness and 
felt strangely comforted at their message. 
He then told his friends of his conviction 
that the Generalissimo would be released. 
The same afternoon news of General 
Chiang’s freedom reached the Finance Min- 
ister, It is learned that General Chiang, 
a devoted Christian, asked for a Bible only, 
when he was approached by his captors 
regarding his requirements.” Surely this 
is a call to all Christians throughout the 
world to pray for these devoted Chinese 
Christian leaders, and for the mighty spread 
of the Gospel in that great, strategic land. 


= 
Do They Believe in Us? 


It is a wonderful experience to have 
our fellow men believe in us. There is 
one sure secret of having this experience, 
and that is that we believe in God. The 
more we believe in him, the more our fel- 
lows will believe in us. There are four 
little words at the end of one of the most 
tremendous chapters in the Bible, the sig- 
nificance of which it is easy to miss be- 
cause of the staggeringly great event that 
precedes them. The chapter is Exodus 14, 
which tells of a trap, apparently a hope- 
less one, into which God deliberately led 
his people Israel. After they had been 


brought out from Egypt, and God knew 
that Pharaoh was going to change his mind 
and pursue them, God directed Israel to 
take such a course that, when Pharaoh 
came upon them, they would seem to be 
without any possibility of escape, trapped 
between the mountains, the wilderness, and 
the Red Sea. They cried out in despair 
and rebellion against Moses and what he 
had done to them. But God was not in 
despair! Nor was Moses. “Fear ye not, 
stand still, and see the salvation of the 
Lord, which he will shew to you to day,” 
declared Moses: “The Lord shall fight 
for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” 
The Lord certainly did fight for them, led 
them triumphantly on dry land through 
where the sea had been the day before, 
then had the sea return in strength when 
the Egyptian hosts tried to follow, and sé 
the great miracle of the Red Sea deliverance 
was wrought. God’s people were all saved, 
and the enemies of God and his people were 
all destroyed— “There remained not so 
much as one of them.” As Israel realized 
her safety, the mightiness of the miracle, 
and “saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea 
shore,” what happened? “The people feared 
the Lord, and believed the Lord, anp nis 
SERVANT Mosgs.” Israel now believed not 
only in God, but also in Moses. When we, by 
really believing in God, let him work a mir- 
acle in cur own lives, people will be led to 
believe not only in God but also in us and in 
what we tell them about our God. The 
honor is not ours —it is all God’s — when 
people believe us because we believe God. 


* 


Proving Our Faith 


AITH and works are two entirely 
Péiteren things, yet they are insep- 
arably united. Faith must be accom- 
panied by works if it is true faith. It is 
quite possible to have works without faith; 
it is impossible to have faith without works. 
Christian faith is a dynamic thing — it 
gets results. Christian faith is not, as some 
mistakenly suppose, a mere attitude or habit 
of hopefulness and optimism regardless of 
what may be happening. Such faith is 
shallow and unstable, having no real foun- 
dations, and is sure to have bitter disillu- 
sionment sooner or later. But true Chris- 
tian faith rests on foundations more solid 
and substantial than Gibraltar. The foun- 
dations of Christian faith are facts. Chris- 
tianity has often been called, and rightly, 
a factual faith. We are told in the Scrip- 
tures that “without faith it is impossible 
to please Him [God]: for he that cometh 
to God must believe that He is.” Our faith 


starts with the fact of God; we believe that 
he is because he is, and because he has 
abundantly demonstrated his existence, his 
being, and his works. 

In the fullness of time God gave other 
facts upon which Christian faith rests. The 
Son of God “was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth.” This 
Son of God, Jesus Christ, worked many 
mighty miracles as credentials of his per- 
son, his deity, his Messiahship and Saviour- 
hood; and by these miracles he “manifested 
forth His glory; and his disciples believed 
on him.” He uttered prophecies of what 
he would do, and of what others would do 
to him, and these prophecies were fulfilled 
to the letter, even concerning his death and 
his resurrection. Himself sinless, he was 
crucified as the sinner’s substitute, just as 
the Old Testament predicted he would be 
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and as he himself declared ; and on the third 
day he arose again from the dead, as he 
had said he would. 

These events are historical facts, and are 
fully. attested by indisputable history; in- 
deed, the resurrection of Christ has been 
called the best attested fact in history. 
Christian faith, then, rests on the fact foun- 
dations “that Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the Scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures”: (1 Cor. 
15:3, 4). 

So believers rest their faith on these 
facts, believing in God and his Son and his 
Gospel. Then —if they are true believers, 
having true faith—they prove their faith 
by their works. Unless they do so, men may 
well doubt the reality of their faith. The 
Bible is a record of faith proved by works, 
throughout the Old Testament and the New. 

A British writer notes a conspicuous 
incident in Israel’s history, showing how 
God’s people met a severe test of their 
faith by their works. He comments on 
the statement in the eleventh chapter of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, called the 
Westminster Abbey of Faith, where we 
read, “By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down, after they were compassed about 
seven days.” The writer says: 


“If the Lord had graciously intervened 
on behalf of his people so that Jericho 
would be subdued without a blow being 
struck, it was no excuse for any lack of 
preparedness on the part of Israel. The 
very act of compassing the city for seven 
successive days would, at the same time, test 
the faith of the marchers, and exhibit their 
absolute dependence upon God for the final 
victory. To see and to hear armed troops, 
accompanied by vested priests, walking 
round Jericho day after day, must have 
been a sight which provoked both the scorn 
of the *inhabitants and the patience of the 
marchers. . . . God would show how he 
could trust his people to await his time, and 
to trust his wisdom.” 
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The Jericho experience combined faith 
and works in a peculiarly effective and re- 
vealing way. Jericho was a walled and 
armed city, protected by “mighty men of 
valour.” Joshua and the Israelites were 
commanded of God to walk around the city 
once ‘every day for six days, striking no 
blow, using no arms, and making no attack. 
On the seventh day ‘they were to walk 
around the city seven times, and the priests 
were to “blow with the trumpets.” The 
ark of the covenant, an Old Testament type 
of Christ, borne by the priests, led the pro- 
cession each day. The trumpets were blown 
each of the six days, while the great pro- 
cession of people kept silence. On the sev- 
enth day, obeying God’s command, after 
“a long blast with the fam’s horn” the 
people shouted with a great shout, and 
the walls of the city fell flat. Then it 
was that the Israelites passed over the 
fallen walls in aggressive attack and won 
the divinely directed and empowered vic- 
tory. 

God’s miracle of the fallen walls came 
first, as the people expressed their faith in 
God _ by implicit obedience. Their works 
and their faith went together throughout 
the whole week, and on the seventh day 
their works took effect in the vigorous 
victory, just as God'had planned and com- 
manded. Without God’s miracle-working 
the Israelites would probably have had no 
slightest chance of taking that strongly 
fortified city. But God asked them to trust 
him and his wisdom, and to work because 
they trusted him. 

So James, writing by inspiration, brings 
faith and works together, just as Christ 
himself did. “But be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only,” says James, “deceiv- 
ing your own selves.” Again: “What doth 


it profit, my brethren, though a man say he 


hath faith, and have not works? can [that] 
faith save him? . . . Even so faith, if it 
hath not works, is dead, being alone. ... 
For as the body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without works is dead also.” 
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Should Christians Carry 
Life Insurance ? 


Many a Christian has been troubled 
by the question whether or not God would 
have His children carry life insurance. 
A good British friend of THe Sunpay 
Scuoo. Times who believes it is God’s 
will that he should not carry such insur- 
ance writes in a letter to the Editor: 

One of the first things the Lord showed 

me (after he had graciously saved my soul 
more than fifty-two years ago) was that I 
must not spend any of his money on life 
insurance. Not a red cent has ever gone 
in that way, and one has had as a result 
hundreds of pounds to spend in ways that 
appeared much more to God's glory. 


. Is not the whole vast business of life 

insurance based on distrust in our heavenly 

Father, and does not the spirit of gambling 

enter into and pervade’ it? 

Those who believe that God would not 
have them carry life insurance are certainly 
free, in all good conscience, to refrain from 
this form of investment. But there is 


nothing in the Scriptures that forbids God’s 
children to provide for the future needs of 
themselves and their leved ones by this form 
of financial saving. To set aside a certain 
amount of money to provide for the needs 
of a wife or children is the privilege, and 
may be the plain duty,. of a Christian hus- 
band or father. Paul uses strong words, 
by inspiration, when he writes that “if any 
provide not for his own, and specially for 
those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 Tim. 
5:8). 

The principle of saving, or of setting 
aside money that may be needed for living 
expenses when income is cut off, is en- 
tirely in accordance with the principles of 
Christian living. We all, at one time or 
another, store up food or clothing or money 
against some immediate future when we 
know these will or may be needed; we are 
careful to have enough food in the house 
on Saturday to take care of the family 
until Monday; if a blizzard threatens, or 
drought, we may wisely store up enough 


March 27, 1937 * 


food and fuel to provide for days or weeks 
ahead, And that is the principle of life 
insurance: simply storing up, or setting 
aside, that which will or may be needed to 
protect against privation or hunger of loved 
ones if the head of the family is taken by 
death. 

Let no one suppose that the acquiring of 
property by investment, commerce, or sav- 
ing is unscriptural. The Scriptures con- 
tain repeated statements showing God’s 
commendation and approval of this when 
rightly done,—not in covetousness or 
avarice, but in faithfulness to opportunity 
and trust. Thus in the parable told by the 
Lord Jesus, the servant who, having re- 
ceived five talents, invested or traded with 
them in such'a way that he “gained beside 
them five talents more,” heard from his lord 
the words: “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things, enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord” (Matt. 25:21). 

And let us be careful not to make the 
mistake of this earnest reader and confuse 
life insurance with gambling. There is no 
element of gambling in legitimate life in- 
surance. It is simply a way of investing 
a certain part of one’s savings, the incre- 
ment or return being based upon the most 
carefully figured actuarial deductions based 
upon facts running over many years and 
drawn from representative human life ex- 
perience. Gambling is a method of risking 
a personal loss_on the chance of winning 
through another’s loss. Life insurance has 
none of this. If setting aside money for the 
protection of ourselves or others in the 
event of a future contingency of need is 
gambling, then spending money for a spare 
tire when owning and driving an automobile 
is gambling. Should a Christian ever carry 
a spare tire? Should a Christian carry 
automobile liability insurance to protect 
himself and others in the event of a col- 
lision for which he may or may not be. 
responsible? Should we not trust the Lord 
to keep us from having a punctured tire 
or blowout or any other accident? The 
answer is that we should certainly trust 
the Lord to protect us in whatever way it 
is his will to protect us, and at the same 
time we should drive with the utmost care 
and carry a spare tire and adequate in- 
surance. The puncture, blowout, or col- 
lision may never occur —but the raoney 
spent on provision and protection is not 
a gambler’s stake. 


4 
The 1936 Index Now Complete 


OULD you like to know. exactly 
where to find certain articles pub- 
lished last year in THe Sunpay ScHoon 
Times: Each year the Times spends much 
time and effort in. preparing a complete 
index of all the articles published during 
the year, in order that its readers and 
members of the staff may easily refer to 
the articles. The index-for last year is 
now complete and ready for distribution. 
It contains a general alphabetical index 
of all titles; arid a Classified Index, sub- 
divided into a number of headings, making 
it possible to find any- article quickly. 
The Index for 1936 may be had for 15 
cents 2 copy from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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The Effectual, Fervent Prayers of Pastor Tiag ts? 


A Chinese pastor who gave the central place 
in his life to intercession 





LIBRA 
s. 


By Laura Cammack Trachsel 











ASTOR TING LI MEI was born 
j? into a Buddhist home at Chiao Hsien, 

Shantung, in 1871. Dr. Hunter Cor- 
bett and Mrs. J. H. Laughlin, two Ameri- 
can Presbyterian missionaries, brought the 
glad tidings of Christ’s redeeming power 
to this home. The father was the first to 
accept, the other four in the home soon 
following him in confession of faith and 
baptism. So in God’s good pleasure, little 
Li Mei grew up in a Christian home. At 
the age of seven he entered an old style 
Chinese school where he studied the four 
Confucian classics. When eleven years old 
he left home, going away 150 miles to 
what is now known as the Shantung Chris- 
tian University. The young lad was brave 
in testimony and was known to ali the stu- 
dents as “The Little Pastor.” He graduated 
from college at twenty-three years of age. 
Imprisoned by the Boxers 

His first pastorate was at Laichowfu 
(Yeh Hsien), Shantung, in the Presbyterian 
Mission, and was just at the time of the 
Boxer uprising. The young pastor did not 
escape the persecution of those troublous 
days, for he was soon confronted with an 
official notice of arrest and hurried off to 
prison. Before going with the officers, he 
calmly changed his clothes and took his 
New Testament in hand and then humbly 
accompanied his persecutors. He knew his 
physical lot would be made more severe 
because he insisted on the Book, but he 
could not and would not be deprived of his 
true Source of all comfort and grace. The 
red underlinings in this small volume 
(which he kept to the day of his death) 
show that Pastor Ting’s fellowship with, 
God was unbroken during his forty days 
of incarceration. Three times he was called 
before officials and examined. Once he had 
two hundred stripes laid on with a rod. 
He was threatened with death and offered 
freedom if he would speak one word against 
the Lord Jesus. His faith failed not— 
he would not deny his Lord. Like Paul, 
to the day of his death he carried in his 
body the “marks of the Lord Jesus.” Due 
to a telegram drafted by Dr. W. M. Hayes 
of Tenghsien and sent to Consul Fowler 
of Chefoo, the release of Pastor Ting was 
granted by Yuan Shih K’ai, then gover- 
nor of Shantung Province. 

After these trials in the flesh, God 
brought this chosen vessel of his out into 
a large and extensive ministry in China, 
Ten -years of pastoral work in Eastern 
Shantung proved most fruitful. Louisa 
Vaughan in her book, “Answered or Un- 
answered,” tells of holding a four-day con- 
ference for the deepening of the spiritual 
life of the Chinese Christians in Yuan 
Chuang where Pastor Ting was stationed. 
In one evening service Pastor Ting was 
about to give out the text of his address 
when the Holy Spirit prompted Miss 
Vaughan to rise and ask: “Won’t you give 
us five minutes for personal prayer? And 
let each one pray, ‘Heavenly Father, for- 


Six months ago God called home to 
himself one of his faithful servants in 
China, a man who was known and loved 
by multitudes of Christians not only in 
that country but in othe: lands as well. 
Pastor Ting Li Mei came to his place of 
greatest usefulness through suffering 
and persecution, through continual 
meditation on the Word of God, and 
ceaseless, fervent prayer. His life shed 
forth “a sweet savour of Christ,” and 
the Times counts it a privilege to pub- 
lish this story of his fruitful, loving 
service by one who knew him and was 
associated with him in China. 








give me my sins, send the Holy Spirit into 
my heart and reveal them to me. Cleanse 
me from them in the precious blood and fill 
me with thy Spirit.” She goes on to say: 
“He consented rather reluctantly, but he 
repeated my request and added, ‘Let us 
kneel and offer this prayer together.’ 

“Then a wonderful thing occurred. The 
Holy Spirit came upon the assembly so sud- 
denly and with such mighty power that be- 
fore their knees touched the floor, they were 
all, as with one voice, sobbing aloud their 
sins of omission and commission, sins of 
neglect of the spiritual lives of their chil- 
dren, of not loving one another and not loving 
God, sins of quarreling, of covetousness, of 
hatred, and of Sabbath breaking. . . . For 
more than half an hour the confessions con- 
tinued. 

“Pastor Ting tried again and again to 
preach the sermon he had prepared, but he 
never got a chance. When at last, near 
the close of the meeting, he secured a 
hearing, he told of his interview with me. 
He had confessed to God his lack of faith. 
... Then turning to his people, he begged 
their forgiveness for attempting to lead 





them in his own blindness, ‘And,’ he added, 
‘I call you, Miss Vaughan, and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to witness that I prom- 
ise never again to use in God's service 
any method save that of prayer and faith. 
Tonight I have seen the mighty power 
of God in answer to prayer, and I 
rejoice,’ 

“Pastor Ting Li Mei had entered upon 
his life work as an evangelist. Later on 
he accepted an invitation to tour Shantung 
Province, and everywhere God manifested 
his power by means of his servant’s faith. 
Later still the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation arranged for him to visit all the 
schools, colleges, and universities through- 
out China. God has so marvelously em- 
powered him that he is known today as 
the ‘Apostle of China,’ and ‘China’s 
Moody.’ ” 4 


A Soul-Winner among Students 


Arduous journeys, days packed full of 
messages to students in assembly, and pri- 
vate interviews with hungry-hearted seekers 
were the order of the day during this pe- 
riod. Schools in eighteen provinces felt 
the winning touch of Ting Li Mei’s Christ; 
young people were converted; many felt ' 
called to special Christian service. God 
worked in student circles those years be- 
cause God had found a channel unclogged 
by self—a channel kept free and open by 
intimate communion with Christ himself. 
As Dr. John R. Mott has said, “Those who 
knew him best will tell you that the dynamic 
secret of his life was the central place 
which he gave to intercession.” More than 
two thousand received help and signed 
their names asking for prayer. Pastor 
Ting’s work was so strenuous during these 
days of rich, spiritual out-giving that his 
body was weakened by the strain and never 
regained its former robustness, 

Another task of Pastor Ting’s involved 
a trip to Yunnan Province where he in- 
vestigated the churches and did pioneer 
work. While there, he had the privilege 
of six months’ work among the Miao tribes, 
There is now a large number of workers 
in the parts of Yunnan where the field 
Was opened by Pastor Ting. 

At the age of fifty-four he was asked to 
teach in the North China Theological Semi- 
inary at Tenghsien, Shantung, where he 
remained for eight years. A year of this 
period was given to revivals in various 
parts of Manchuria. At sixty-two he went 
to the Tientsin Bible School, where he 
taught and labored in city-wide Bible class 
work for the four years before his death. 

But out of these intensely active years 
came a prayer-book, a small loose-leaf 
volume filled with names, mostly Chinese, 
but here and there a name written in 
English. The book grew for twenty years 
—grew in names, grew in prayer power 
as Ting Li Mei interceded before his 
Father’s throne for person after person 
brought to mind by the record. Most of the 
names were of those who had been helped 
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and as he himself declared; and on the third 
day he arose again from the dead, as he 
had said he would. 

These events are historical facts, and are 
fully. attested by indisputable history; in- 
deed, the resurrection of Christ has been 
called the best attested fact in history. 
Christian faith, then, rests on the fact foun- 
dations “that Christ died for our sins ac- 
cording to the Scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures” | (1 Cor. 
15:3, 4). 

So believers rest their faith on these 
facts, believing in God and his Son and his 
Gospel. Then —if they are true believers, 
having true faith—they prove their faith 
by their works. Unless they do so, men may 
well doubt the reality of their faith. The 
Bible is a record of faith proved by works, 
throughout the Old Testament and the New. 

A British writer notes a conspicuous 
incident in Israel’s history, showing how 
God’s people met a severe test of their 
faith by their works. He comments on 
the statement in the eleventh chapter of 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, called the 
Westminster Abbey of Faith, where we 
read, “By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down, after they were compassed about 
seven days.” ‘The writer says: 


“If the Lord had graciously intervened 
on behalf of his people so that Jericho 
would be subdued without a blow being 
struck, it was no excuse for any lack of 
preparedness on the part of Israel. The 
very act of compassing the city for seven 
successive days would, at the same time, test 
the faith of the marchers, and exhibit their 
absolute dependence upon God for the final 
victory. To see and to hear armed troops, 
accompanied by vested priests, walking 
round Jericho day after day, must have 
been a sight which provoked both the scorn 
of the *inhabitants and the patience of the 
marchers. | . . God would show how he 
could trust his people to await his time, and 
to trust his wisdom.” 
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The Jericho experience combined faith 
and works in a peculiarly effective and re- 
vealing way. Jericho was a walled and 
armed city, protected by “mighty men of 
valour.” Joshua and the Israelites were 
commanded of God to walk around the city 
once every day for six days, striking no 
blow, using no arms, and making no attack. 
On the seventh day they were to walk 
around the city seven times, and the priests 
were to “blow with the trumpets.” The 
ark of the covenant, an Old Testament type 
of Christ, borne by the priests, led the pro- 
cession each day. The trumpets were blown 
each of the six days, while the great pro- 
cession of people kept silence. On the sev- 
enth day, obeying God’s command, after 
“a long blast with the ram’s horn” the 
people shouted with a great shout, and 
the walls of the city fell flat. Then it 
was that the Israelites passed over the 
fallen walls in aggressive attack and won 
the divinely directed and empowered vic- 
tory. 

God’s miracle of the fallen walls came 
first, as the people expressed their faith in 
God by implicit obedience. Their works 
and their faith went together throughout 
the whole week, and on the seventh day 
their works took effect in the vigorous 
victory, just as God'had planned and com- 
manded. Without God’s miracle-working 
the Israelites would probably have had no 
slightest chance of taking that strongly 
fortified city. But God asked them to trust 
him and his wisdom, and to work because 
they trusted him. 

So James, writing by inspiration, brings 
faith and works together, just as Christ 
himself did. “But be ye doers of the word, 
and not hearers only,” says James, “deceiv- 
ing your own selves.” Again: “What doth 
it profit, my brethren, though a man say he 
hath faith, and have not works? can [that] 
faith save him? . . . Even so faith, if it 
hath not works, is dead, being alone. ... 
For as the body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without works is dead also.” 
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Should Christians Carry 
Life Insurance ? 


Many a Christian has been troubled 
by the question whether or not God would 
have His children carry life insurance. 
A good British friend of THe SuNpay 
Scuoo. Times who believes it is God’s 
will that he should not carry such insur- 
ance writes in a letter to the Editor: 

One of the first things the Lord showed 

me (after he had graciously saved my soul 
more than fifty-two years ago) was that I 
must not spend any of his money on life 
insurance. Not a red cent has ever gone 
in that way, and one has had as a result 
hundreds of pounds to spend in ways that 
appeared much more to God's glory. 


_ Is not the whole vast business of life 

insurance based on distrust in our heavenly 

Father, and does not the spirit of gambling 

enter into and pervade: it? 

Those who. believe that God would not 
have them carry life insurance are certainly 
free, in all good conscience, to refrain from 
this form of investment. But there is 


nothing in the Scriptures that forbids God’s 
children to provide for the future needs of 
themselves and their loved ones by this form 
of financial saving. To set aside a certain 
amount of money to provide for the needs 
of a wife or children is the privilege, and 
may be the plain duty, of a Christian hus- 
band or father. Paul uses strong words, 
by inspiration, when he writes that “if any 
provide not for his own, and specially for 
those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 Tim. 
5:8). 

The principle of saving, or of setting 
aside money that may be needed for living 
expenses when income is cut off, is en- 
tirely in accordance with the principles of 
Christian living. We all, at one time or 
another, store up food or clothing or money 
against some immediate future when we 
know these will or may be needed; we are 
careful to have enough food in the house 
on Saturday to take care of the family 
until Monday; if a blizzard threatens, or 
drought, we may wisely store up enough 
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food and fuel to provide for days or weeks 
ahead. And that is the principle of life 
insurance: simply storing up, or setting 
aside, that which will or may be needed to 
protect against privation or hunger of loved 
ones if the head of the family is taken by 
death. 

Let no one suppose that the acquiring of 
property by investment, commerce, or sav- 
ing is unscriptural. The Scriptures con- 
tain repeated statements showing God's 
commendation and approval of this when 
rightly done,—not in covetousness or 
avarice, but in faithfulness to opportunity 
and trust. Thus in the parable told by the 
Lord Jesus, the servant who, having re- 
ceived five talents, invested or traded with 
them in such a way that he “gained beside 
them five talents more,” heard from his lord 
the words: “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I- will make thee ruler 
over many things, enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord” (Matt. 25:21). 

And let us be careful not to make the 
mistake of this earnest reader and confuse 
life insurance with gambling. There is no 
element of gambling in legitimate life in- 
surance. It is simply a way of investing 
a certain part of one’s savings, the incre- 
ment or return being based upon the most 
carefully figured actuarial deductions based 
upon facts running over many years and 
drawn from representative human life ex- 
perience. Gambling is a method of risking 
a personal loss_on the chance of winning 
through another’s loss. Life insurance has 
none of this. If setting aside money for the 
protection of ourselves or others in the 
event of a future contingency or need is 
gambling, then spending money for a spare 
tire when owning and driving an automobile 
is gambling. Should a Christian ever carry 
a spare tire? Should a Christian carry 
automobile liability insurance to protect 
himself and others in the event of a col- 
lision for which he may or may not be 
responsible? Should we not trust the Lord 
to keep us from having a punctured tire 
or blowout or any other accident? The 
answer is that we should certainly trust 
the Lord to protect us in whatever way it 
is his will to protect us, and at the same 
time we should drive with the utmost care 
and carry a spare tire and adequate in- 
surance, The puncture, blowout; or col- 
lision may never occur —but the money 
spent on provision and protection is not 
a gambler’s stake. 


w 
The 1936 Index Now Complete 


OULD you like to know exactly 
where to find certain articles pub- 
lished last year in THe SuNpAay ScHOOL 
Times? Each year the Trmes spends much 
time and effort in preparing a complete 
index of all the articles published during 
the year, in order that its readers and 
members of the staff may easily refer to 
the articles. The index-for last year is 
now complete and ready for distribution. 
It contains -a general alphabetical index 
of all titles; and a Classified Index, sub- 
divided into a number of headings, making 
it possible to find any- article quickly. 
The Index for 1936 may be had for 15 
cents a copy from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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The Effectual, Fervent Prayers of Pastor Ti 


A Chinese pastor who gave the central place 
in his life to intercession 


“a 99 a 


By Laura Cammack ct 











ASTOR TING LI MEI was born 
P into a Buddhist home at Chiao Hsien, 

Shantung, in 1871. Dr. Hunter Cor- 
bett and Mrs. J. H. Laughlin, two Ameri- 
can Presbyterian missionaries, brought the 
glad tidings of Christ’s redeeming power 
to this home. The father was the first to 
accept, the other four in the home soon 
following him in confession of faith and 
baptism. So in God’s good pleasure, little 
Li Mei grew up in a Christian home. At 
the age of seven he entered an old style 
Chinese school where he studied the four 
Confucian classics. When eleven years old 
he left home, going away 150 miles to 
what is now known as the Shantung Chris- 
tian University. The young lad was brave 
in testimony and was known to all the stu- 
dents as “The Little Pastor.” He graduated 
from college at twenty-three years of age. 


Imprisoned by the Boxers 

His first pastorate was at Laichowfu 
(Yeh Hsien), Shantung, in the Presbyterian 
Mission, and was just at the time of the 
Boxer uprising. The young pastor did not 
escape the persecution of those troublous 
days, for he was soon confronted with an 
official notice of arrest and hurried off to 
prison. Before going with the officers, he 
calmly changed his clothes and took his 
New Testament in hand and then humbly 
accompanied his persecutors. He knew his 
physical lot would be made more severe 
because he insisted on the Book, but he 
could not and would not be deprived of his 
true Source of all comfort and grace. The 
red underlinings in this small volume 
(which he kept to the day of his death) 


show that Pastor Ting’s fellowship with, 


God was unbroken during his forty days 
of incarceration. Three times he was called 
before officials and examined. Once he had 
two hundred stripes laid on with a rod. 
He was threatened with death and offered 
freedom if he would speak one word against 
the Lord Jesus. His faith failed not— 
he would not deny his Lord. Like Paul, 
to the day of his death he carried in his 
body the “marks of the Lord Jesus.” Due 
to a telegram drafted by Dr. W. M. Hayes 
of Tenghsien and sent to Consul Fowler 
of Chefoo, the release of Pastor Ting was 
granted by Yuan Shih K’ai, then gover- 
nor of Shantung Province. 

After these trials in the flesh, God 
brought this chosen vessel of his out into 
a large and extensive ministry in China, 
Ten years of pastoral work in Eastern 
Shantung proved most fruitful. Louisa 
Vaughan in her book, “Answered or Un- 
answered,” tells of holding a four-day con- 
ference for the deepening of the spiritual 
life of the Chinese Christians in Yuan 
Chuang where Pastor Ting was stationed. 
In one evening service Pastor Ting was 
about to give out the text of his address 
when the Holy Spirit prompted Miss 
Vaughan to rise and ask: “Won't you give 
us five minutes for personal prayer? And 
let each one pray, ‘Heavenly Father, for- 


Six months ago God called home to 
himself one of his faithful servants in 
China, a man who was known and loved 
by multitudes of Christians not only in 
that country but in othe: lands as well. 
Pastor Ting Li Mei came to his place of 
greatest usefulness through suffering 
and persecution, through continual 
meditation on the Word of God, and 
ceaseless, fervent prayer. His life shed 
forth “a sweet savour of Christ,” and 
the Times counts it a privilege to pub- 
lish this story of his fruitful, loving 
service by one who knew him and was 
associated with him in China. 








give me my sins, send the Holy Spirit into 
my heart and reveal them to me. Cleanse 
me from them in the precious blood and fill 
me with thy Spirit.’” She goes on to say: 
“He consented rather reluctantly, but he 
repeated my request and added, ‘Let us 
kneel and offer this prayer together.’ 

“Then a wonderful thing occurred. The 
Holy Spirit came upon the assembly so sud- 
denly and with such mighty power that be- 
fore their knees touched the floor, they were 
all, as with one voice, sobbing aloud their 
sins of omission and commission, sins of 
neglect of the spiritual lives of their chil- 
dren, of not loving one another and not loving 
God, sins of quarreling, of covetousness, of 
hatred, and of Sabbath breaking. . . . For 
more than half an hour the confessions con- 
tinued, 

“Pastor Ting tried again and again to 
preach the sermon he had prepared, but he 
never got a chance. When at last, near 
the close of the meeting, he secured a 
hearing, he told of his interview with me, 
He had confessed to God his lack of faith. 

. Then turning to his people, he begged 
their forgiveness for attempting to lead 





them in his own blindness, ‘And,’ he added, 
‘I call you, Miss Vaughan, and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to witness that I prom- 
ise never again to use in God's service 
any method save that of prayer and faith. 
Tonight I have seen the mighty power 
of God in answer to prayer, and I 
rejoice,’ 

“Pastor Ting Li Mei had entered upon 
his life work as an evangelist. Later on 
he accepted an invitation to tour Shantung 
Province, and everywhere God manifested 
his power by means of his servant’s faith. 
Later still the Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation arranged for him to visit all the 
schools, colleges, and universities through- 
out China. God has so marvelously em- 
powered him that he is known today as 
the ‘Apostle of China,’ and ‘China’s 
Moody.’ ” 


A Soul-Winner among Students 


Arduous journeys, days packed full of 
messages to students in assembly, and pri- 
vate interviews with hungry-hearted seekers 
were the order of the day during this pe- 
riod. Schools in eighteen provinces felt 
the winning touch of Ting Li Mei’s Christ; 
young people were converted; many felt ° 
called to special Christian service. God 
worked in student circles those years be- 
cause God had found a channel unclogged 
by self—a channel kept free and open by 
intimate communion with Christ himself. 
As Dr. John R. Mott has said, “Those who 
knew him best will tell you that the dynamic 
secret of his life was the central place 
which he gave to intercession.” More than 
two thousand received help and signed 
their names asking for prayer. Pastor 
Ting’s work was so strenuous during these 
days of rich, spiritual out-giving that his 
body was weakened by the strain and never 
regained its former robustness. 

Another task of Pastor Ting’s involved 
a trip to Yunnan Province where he in- 
vestigated the churches and did pioneer 
work, While there, he had the privilege 
of six months’ work among the Miao tribes, 
There is now a large number of workers 
in the parts of Yunnan where the field 
was opened by Pastor Ting. 

At the age of fifty-four he was asked to 
teach in the North China Theological Semi- 
inary at Tenghsien, Shantung, where he 
remained for eight years. A year of this 
period was given to revivals in various 
parts of Manchuria. At sixty-two he went 
to the Tientsin Bible School, where he 
taught and labored in city-wide Bible class 
work for the four years before his death, 

But out of these intensely active years 
came a prayer-book, a small loose-leaf 
volume filled with names, mostly Chinese, 
but here and there a name written in 
English. The book grew for twenty years 
—grew in names, grew in prayer power 
as Ting Li Mei interceded before his 
Father’s throne for person after person 
brought to mind by the record. Most of the 
mames were of those who had been helped 
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in his meetings. On and on he prayed in 
the book, marking the end of his interces- 
sory time by a red marker and taking up 
his prayer from that place the next day. 
From time to time Pastor Ting would joy- 
ously tell in public meeting of an answered 
prayer — perhaps of ten, fifteen, or twenty 
years’ standing. Two thousand names fill 
this little black book so worn and shiny. 
There were two other books, too: one con- 
taining names of Gospel team members in 
the city, and the other, a new book started 
on April 2, 1936, after the doctors had told 
him there was no hope of recovery from his 
illness. He prayed every day for the names 
in the newest book. : 

On May 2, 1936, he attended his last 
fasting and prayer service in the Bible 
School, He spoke most movingly on the 
subject of prayer. He said that in his 
dreams he was again a schoolboy. He and 
his schoolmate had been called to show 
their prayer-lists to the teacher. He showed 
his, a common envelope and nothing but a 
piece of newspaper inside. But the school- 
mate had a large, unusual-looking envelope 
with a picture of the cross on it as well as 
one of the world, the two being bound 
together with red lines. The lesson to him 
was that God wants the uncommon prayer 
—the “effectual fervent prayer of a right- 
eous man.” 

He then went on to speak of the Temple: 
the outer courts were for the multitudes; 
the inner courts were for the believers 
only; and still inside and beyond all those 
courts was the Holy of Holies where just 
one man entered and spoke face to face 
«with God. This had been the course of his 
ministry: first, outside among the crowds; 
next, a ministry to believers; but now God 
had taken him alone into his presence and 
there on a bed of sickness he could pray 
and meet him face to face. He said: “This 
is the place of largest usefulness. This is 
the highest ministry of my life.” 

At one time in his earlier ministry Pas- 
tor Ting enumerated the following ten out 
of the uncounted blessings which he him- 
self had experienced in the practice of 
prayer: 


1. I am so much with the Lord that he 
seems my closest Friend. 

2. My spiritual life is refreshed like the 
sprouting grain with rain. 

3. Justice, peace, and joy constantly fill 
my soul as the light fills the 
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8. In all my work for the Lord, although 
the results are not alike evident or immedi- 
ate, I do not know of any effort that has 
been in vain. 


9. Intercessory prayer has greatly en- 
larged my circle of friends among God’s 
coworkers, and through the Lord’s kind 
care these friendships will never cease, but 
will continue to grow, thus far excelling 
the friendships of the world. 


ro. And best of all, I am not the only 
one who is trying to persevere in interces- 
sion. Others in my own and in other 
Christian organizations, both men and 
women, in church and school and ministry, 
have likewise been banded together in sim- 
ilar covenants of prayer these same twenty 
years. I am personally acquainted with not 
less than ten who have their individual lists 
for prayer besides the cycles prepared for 
the use of groups. They are unanimous in 


their testimonies to the blessings of this. 


habit. 


Pastor Ting Li Mei died September 22, 
1936, at Tientsin. Who in the Chinese 
Church is to “stand in the gap,” taking 
Pastor Ting’s place as one of God’s re- 
membrancers? He gave his all for China: 
a poised, winning personality; a well- 
trained. mind; breadth of vision for the 
Church in China; maturity and depth in 
teaching Biblical truth without compro- 
mise; humility of character; an out-poured 
life of intercession; in short, he gave the 
“noblest thing in God’s world —a lavished 
life.” 


TIENTSIN, CHINA, 
w 


An _Eightieth Year 


R. HOWARD A. KELLY, the “be- 

loved physician” of Johns Hopkins 
University, and known and honored the 
world around not only for “his surgical 
standing and achievements but also for his 
devoted Christian faith and love of the 
Word, on February 20 completed his sev- 
enty-ninth year and began on his eightieth. 
A Baltimore reader of THe Sunpay 
Scnoot Tres sends a clipping from the 
Baltimore Morning Sun of February 20, 
saying: “I was particularly impressed that 
a poem in a secular paper in Dr. Kelly’s 
own city should pay tribute to his faith, 
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and love for the Word of God.” The poem 
is in the column é€ntitled “Good Morning,” 
by The Bentztown Bard (Folger McKin- 
sey), and follows: 


An ErcutTretH YEAR 


I. want to see what it feels like to be in 
one’s eightieth year—Dr. Howard A. Kelly. 


An eightieth year for some may seem 
An idle gesture or a dream: 

But unto Dr. Kelly — why, 

It ought to seem like some fair sky 
On some fair day, some lovely scene, 
With heavenly beauty going by 

And trees in foliage, grasses green, 

And over all God’s holy eye. 


An eightieth year — may his today 
Be all that peace and love can say, 
Be happy with some small return 

To him of all he’s done to make 

So many hearts with gladness burn, 
And done. it all for duty’s sake, 
With reverent love and faith in One 
Who is life’s all-beholding sun. 


Skilled surgeon, yet a quiet man; 
With eyes so eagerly to scan 

The Holy Book, to bend his eyes 
Upon its pages; and then lift 

His head toward the glorious skies 
And feel God’s love around him drift — 
True citizen and noble guide, 

A people’s love, a city’s pride. 


vg 


A “Mistake” That. 
Saved a Girl from Despair 


OLLEGE and high school students in 
many places are being led to Christ 

and strengthened in the faith by the Miracle 
Book Club. One of its pamphlets describes 
it as “a high school and college world-wide 
fellowship around the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the center of the Miracle 
Book, the center of each chapter of the 
Club, and the only One who can balance 
the life. The Club’s aim: to know Christ 
and to make him known, and his work, his 
power, and his glory.” The Club’s motto 
is, “We are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). The 
Miracle Book Club was founded by Mrs. 
Evelyn McClusky, who writes the lesson 
article each week in the Times entitled 
“Your Class of Girls,’ and Mrs. Mc- 
Clusky is today the Director of the Club. 
There are branches in every state in this 
country and every ~province in Canada. In 
a recent letter, from which the following 
is taken, she tells how the Miracle Book 
Club is bearing fruit, and gives 


—B. B. 





heavens, and I get uncommon 
strength. 


4. When I study the Bible I 
seem to see Heaven opened, 
and realize that I am having 
communion of heart with 
Christ himself. 


5. When I talk about the 
Gospel in private or public I 
have an unshakable confidence 
that the hand of the Lord is 
supporting me. 

6. My love has been steadily 
expanded until I now am con- 
scious of no man in the uni- 
verse whom I cannot love. 


7. When I fall into sin, 
whether secret or open, whether 
great or small, I experience an 
immediate rebuke of conscience, 
which drives me at once to 
confession and repentance. 





= a striking incident that arose 
= | out of what seemed like a mis- 
take. 


“However, rejoice -with me 
in this: Mr. Potts of Learned, 
Miss., writes that God evi- 
dently wrote the lessons be- 
cause they have been the means 
of fire from Heaven in the 
high school there, and that the 
Pentecost experience is spread- 
ing throughout the district. 
He further says that the Mir- 
acle Book Club is surely born 
of God because of the changed 
lives in the young. people as 
the result of the studies, and 
he urges us to see that many 
get the studies at once, for ‘we 
know that a revival needs the 
study of the Word of God, and 





THE LAST TWO PAGES IN THE BOOK OF NAMES OF THOSE 
FoR wHOM Pastor TING PRAYED FOR TWENTY YEARS 


that is what Miracle Book 
(Continued, page 229) 
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Excavations that have thrown light on 
a mysterious ancient people 








An Early Neighbor of the Israelites 


By James L. Kelso, D.D. 














LMOST a century ago, in the lands 
A that constituted ancient Assyria, 
some of the first work and some 
of the most spectacular work was done 
in Biblical archeology. And today—a 
hundred years later—as unique findings 
are again being made by the spade of the 
archeologist in that same old Assyrian soil. 
As late as 1924 no Bible scholar knew 
any particulars about the Horites, an early 
people who are mentioned several times in 
the Pentateuch (Gen. 14:6, etc.). Bible 
scholars made various conjectures as to 
who these people were, but every one of 
their guesses proved to be incorrect. All 
the scholars had vastly underestimated the 
nature and the importance of that obscure 
people. In 1925 the brilliant Semitic 
scholar Chiera excavated an ancient city 
called Nuzi, whose ruins are not far from 
modern Kirkuk in the Irak oil fields. From 
the cuneiform tablets found in the ruins 
he was startled to discover that he was 
actually excavating a city inhabited in 
large part by these mysterious ancient Hor- 
ites. Since 1925 a veritable flood of in- 
formation about these ancient peoples has 
come to light in as spectacular fashion as 
in the days when early archeologists un- 
veiled the Assyrian nation. 

In 1927, Count du Mesnil du Buisson, in 
excavating Qatna in central Syria, found 
a considerable Horite influence in that city 
so far distant from Nuzi in far off Irak. 
In 1929, Schaeffer at Ras Shamra in north- 
ern Syria discovered Horite influence in 
that great Mediterranean seaport. The 
Horite literary finds were especially valu- 
able here, as they enabled scholars to trace 
three dialects in the Horite language. In 
addition, at Ras Shamra, where the popu- 
lation used a unique alphabetical cuneiform, 
these people spelled “Horite” exactly as 
did the writers of the Hebrew script, of 
the Old Testament. In the Ras Shamra 
cuneiform and in the Hebrew the first let- 
ter of the word Horite is a hard “‘H” sound, 
which does not exist in English, so lin- 
guistic scholars now usually spell the name 
of these peoples “Khurrians.” (The an- 
cient Hebrew language used no vowels in 
its written text. These vowels were added 
in the early Christian centuries.) 

These Khurrian or Horite peoples be- 
longed to the Armenoid race stock, and we 
can still see their features today in a typi- 
cal Armenian of modern Turkey. The 
earliest historical glimpses of the Horites 
as a people are about 2500 B. C. Several 
early Assyrian princes bear Khurrian 
names. By 2000 B. C. these Horites were 
spreading south into Babylonia and west 
toward Syria, although they did not actu- 
ally cross into Syria itself in any numbers 
at that early date. Toward the middle of 
the eighteenth century they apparently joined 
forces with the Hyksos, and with them 
entered as conquerors into both Syria and 
Palestine. At least two of the Hyksos 
princes bear Khurrian names. After Hyk- 
sos times the Horites remained as a major 
element in the Syrian population, although 


they exerted a lesser influence in Palestine 
proper. 

Their language seems to have no relation- 
ship to the other peoples living near them, 
and their social and legal customs are 
often just as unique. Their social theory 
was a fratriarchy, the oldest brother having 
the authority over the younger ones, and 
he also had the first right to wed his own 
sister. The Levirate marriage is another 
unique custom which was found among 
these people, although we had known it 
previously through the Hebrews, and it is 
explained fully in Deuteronomy 25: 5-10. 
Their economic theory held that real prop- 
erty such as farm land could not be sold 
outside the family—a theory which like 
the Levirate marriage we had previously 
known best in the Mosaic code. All of 
this Horite influence, which is so closely 
related to the Mosaic code, lends new em- 
phasis to Abraham’s stay at Haran which 
is in the heart of the Horite country and 
about equidistant from Ur of the Chaldees 
and Jerusalem. His speaking of Eliezer 
of Damascus as his heir, that is, before the 
birth of Isaac, was similar to Horite law 
(Gen. 15:2). Furthermore Rachel’s tak- 
ing of her father’s gods (Gen. 31: 30-35) 
is like the Horite law, for the possession 
of these teraphim or idols would thereby 
give her husband the legal right to his 
share of Laban’s property upon Laban’s 
death. She seems to have had no confidence 
in her father’s honesty, and so took the 
legal method of making her husband’s title 
valid. 

At the present stage of Khurrian study 
interest is centering on the legal codes of 
that people and their relationship to the 
Pentateuchal codes. In the historical field, 
we know that Assyria was culturally a 





Twelve . years of bondage under 
Chedorlaomer, king of Elam, was 
enough for the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and three other kings, so, 
“in the thirteenth year they rebelled” 
(Gen. 14:4). The next year this same 
Chedorlaomer conducted an expedition, 
in the course of which he subdued 
“the Horites in their mount Seir, unto 
El-paran, which is by the wilderness.” 
Shortly after this Abram rescued Lot 
from the hands of Chedoriaomer. 

Whatever gives new light on these 
early peoples is of interest to Bible 
students, and in this article Dr. Kelso, 
Archeological Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Trmes and Professor of Se- 
mitics and Biblical Archeology in the 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Semi- 
nary, tells of excavations that have 
disclosed much valuable information 
about the Horites. This is the second 
article in a series on the History of 
Archeology by Dr. Kelso, which will 
be continued in the Trmes at intervals 
this year. 
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blending of Babylonia and the Khurrians, 
and thus via Assyrian history the Horites 
indirectly continued their influence into the - 
later phases of Old Testament history, 
Thus archeology has given us our first 
glimpses of the Horite people, and we 
await anxiously the conclusions of new re- 
search in this fascinating field. 

Now let us turn to another interesting 
people who shared in part the upper 
Mesopotamian district with the Horites. 
These were the Amorites, and a glimpse 
at any large concordance will show how 
heavy is the influence of the Amorites upon 
the Israelites. The early part of the present 
century was full of scholarly disputes about 
these Amorites, but today dispute has given 
way to demonstration. Professor A. T. 
Clay of Yale University was the outstand- 
ing early champion of the Amorite people. 
His untimely death occurred just before 
Dr. W. F. Albright discovered the ruins 
of ancient Mari, the capital of this Amor- 
ite empire. 

This Mari, modern Tell el Hariri, is lo- 
cated on the middle Euphrates river in 
the Khabur district near the present boun- 
dary between Syria and Irak, It was at 
this site in 1933 that M. Parrot began his 
excavation, and the findings were far be- 
yond expectation. Mari was so important a 
capital that the Babylonians called all the 
west land after it, namely “Amurru,” from 
whence we get Amorite. From this city 
the Semites moved eastward in their con- 
quest of northern Babylonia, and from there 
they went south to the conquest of the 
remainder of Babylonia, where was located 
at that time the brilliant Sumerian civiliza- 
tion which has been so unexpectedly re- 
stored to our knowledge by Woolley’s ex- 
cavations at Ur of the Chaldees, 

Sargon of Accad used to be considered 
the first king of this Semitic dynasty, but 
Parrot’s excavations at Mari show kings 
antedating him. The most famous Amorite 
king of all is Hammurabi, who ruled over 
all of the Mesopotamian countries and 
whose legal code is the common knowledge 
of all Bible students. More than a hun- 
dred rooms of his palace at Mari have 
already been excavated. Wall paintings 
are still to be found in some of these 
rooms where they are executed in both 
geometric design and human figures. In 
other rooms bright colored friezes are found 
at a height of six feet from the floor. 
Bathrooms are numerous. Some _ 15,000 
cuneiform tablets have been found in the 
palace archives. They will prove not only 
of inestimable historical value, but also of 
linguistic value since they are in the tongue 
that Abraham himself spoke. Two school- 
rooms with their brick benches have been 
found, where some hundred and fifty gov- 
ernment officials were trained at a time. 
This same type of school for govern- 
ment officials, which began before Abra- 
ham’s time, was continued down to the 
times of Daniel. 

Mari is as important as Haran for its 
influence on Abraham. For a while Haran 
played its Khurrian influence upon Abra- 
ham, near-by Mari played its Semitic in- 
fluence upon him. After Hammurabi’s day 
Mari was destroyed by Horites who came 
in from the north. Still later, this same 
western Mesopotamian district, where it 
attaches to Syria, was held by a people 
known as the Mittani. They are not men- 


(Continued on page 229) 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 11. 








THE SIN OF ADAM AND EVE 
International Uniform Lesson.—Genesis 3:1 to 4:26, printed text, Genesis 3:1-15 
Golden Text.—The soul that sinneth, it shall die.—Ezek. 18: 4c 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Genesis 3 : 1-15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of 
the field which the Lorp God had made. And he said unto the 
woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden? 

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees of the garden: 

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, 
lest ye die. 

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also 
unto her husband with her; and he did eat. 

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons. 

8 And they heard the voice of the Lorp God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid them- 
—— from the presence of the Lorp God amongst the trees of the 
garden. 

9 And the Lorp God called unto Adam, and said unto him, 
Where art thou? . 

1o And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself. 

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou 
eaten . the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest 
not eat 

12 And the man said, The woman-whom thou gavest to be with 
me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 2 

13 And the Lorp God said unto the woman, What is this that 
thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, 
and I did eat. 

14 And the Lorp God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast 
done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast 
of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat 
all the days of thy life: 

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her. seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel. 
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The Lesson as a Whole old (Gen. 5:3). 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 


the age of man. 


See the Historical Set- 
ting of last week’s lesson for a comment on 


AMERICAN £/7ANDARD VERSION 


Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast 
of the field which Jehovah God had made. And he said unto the 
woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of tany tree of the 
garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, Of the fruit of 
the trees of the garden we’ may eat: 3 but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent 
said unto the-woman, Ye shall not surely die: 5 for God doth know 
that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and 
ye shall be as *God, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a 
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was *to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat; and she gave also 
unto her husband with her, ‘and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of 
them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig-leaves together, and made themselves ‘aprons. 8 And 
they heard the “voice of Jehovah God walking in the garden in 
the *cool of the day: and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of Jehovah God amongst the trees of the garden. 

9 And Jehovah God called unto the man, and said unto him, 
Where art thou? 10 And he said, I heard thy ° voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. 11 And 
he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of 
the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 
12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, 
she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 13 And Jehovah God said 
unto the woman, hat is this thou hast done? And the woman 
said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 14 And Jehovah God 
said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, cursed art thou 
Tabove all cattle, and *above every st of the field; upon thy 
belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 
15 and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed: he shall * bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
® bruise his heel. 

2Or, all the trees. *Or, gods. *Or, desirable to look upon. 

*Or, girdles. ®°Or, sound. *Heb., wind. ‘Or, from among. 

®Or, he in wait for. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


*€ ‘& 
die,” but a short summing up of it (cf. 


Satan’s word in v. 4). The same expres- 
sion is frequently used in the most solemn 





President Columbia Bible College 
Approach to the Lesson 


Of man’s first disobedience and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 
Brought death into the world and all our 

woe, 

HUS opens Milton’s majestic mas- 
terpiece, “Paradise Lost,” which tells, 
in ten thousand lines of noble verse, 
the story of man’s temptation and sin. The 
story that Milton unfolds in more than 
eighty thousand words the Bible tells in 
less than eight hundred words. This is 
an illustration of the amazing compactness 
of the Bible narratives. But it is more 
than that. It emphasizes the fact that the 
Bible is not a history of creation, not a 
history of the human race, not a history 
of Israel, but a history of redemption. The 
story of the entrance of sin is told as the 
background for this history of the working 
out of God’s marvelous plan of redemption. 


The Historical Setting 
No one knows how long man was on 
earth before he sinned. The narrative sug- 


gests a very short time. Seth was born 
‘when Adam was a hundred and thirty years 


Verse by Verse 


Genesis 3: 1.—The serpent. God permit- 
ted Satan to use the serpent, as he gave 
demons pewer to enter animals and men, 
and to speak through them (2 Cor. 11:3; 
Rev. 12:9, 15; 20:2).. More subtil than 
any beast of the field. The serpent is a 
symbol of wisdom (Matt. 10:16), but we 
think of his subtlety as dangerous and bad, 
like the serpent’s poisonous bite. Satan 
evidently was originally the wisest and the 
most exalted of all created beings, but his 
wisdom was corrupted through pride and 
rebellion (Ezek. 28: 1-19; Isa. 14: 12-20). 
He said unto the woman. When her hus- 
band was not there. He attacked the 
weaker and less experienced. Yea, hath 
God ‘said, Ye shall not eat of every tree? 
Raising a question about the goodness of 
God. 


Verse 3—God hath said, Ye shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye 
die. Did the woman’s sin begin here by 
adding to God’s word (neither shall ye 
touch it), and minimizing his warning (lest 
ye die)? Compare 2:17. Some inter- 
pret it so. But “lest ye die” is not neces- 
sarily a weakening of “thou shalt surely 


warnings of God (Exod. 33:3; Lev. 10: 
6, 7,9; Num. 4:15; Deut. 4: 16). “Neither 
shall ye touch it” may have been in the 
original command (but not recorded in 2: 
17); in any case, it was in the spirit of it. 

Verse 5.—Ye shall be as gods. Rather, 
“Ye shall ve as God.” Satan seeks to per- 
vert God’s highest purpose for man by hav- 
ing him reach the goal through evil. Know- 
ing good and evil. Through disobedience 
man would know in bitter experience what 
evil is, — not as God knows good and evil. 


Verse 6.—When the woman saw. The 
temptation came as a threefold appeal. See 
Special. Topics. She took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat. There was clearly 
an actual tree, and actual fruit. But back 
of the symbol of the forbidden fruit there 
is a profound revelation concerning tempta- 
tion and sin. She ... gave also unto her 


husband. The greater responsibility was - 


Adam’s, for he sinned by deliberate choice, 


mot by being “beguiled” (1 Tim. 2: 14, - 


R. V.). 


Verse 7—They knew that they were 
naked, “Wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:17). 
Through the fall, man (1) lost his original 
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Lesson for April 11 


righteousness, (2) lost his holy nature, 
(3) became subject to the penalty of death. 


Verse 8.—The voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden. Lovingly to seek 
out his straying creatures (cf. v. 9). Adam 
and his wife hid themselves. Instead of 
becoming like God, as Satan promised, they 
cannot stand God’s holy presence. What 
a contrast to what they had enjoyed! 


Verse 12,—The woman whom thou gavest 
to be with me, she gave me. Thus he be- 
gins the universal custom of fallen man to 
justify himself and lay the blame on others, 
even upon God. 


Verse 14—Cursed above all cattle... 
upon thy belly shalt thou go. The Jewish 
tradition is that the serpent was originally 
upright. The terms indicate a real serpent, 
but back of that symbol is the judgment 
upon Satan. 

Verse 15.—I will put enmity. See Spe- 
cial Topics for a study of this first state- 
ment of the Gospel, one of the most remark- 
able verses in the Bible. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When sin abounded in the garden of 
Eden, just then, and just there, God’s grace 
abounded. “The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die.” But—oh, glorious “but” !—the sin- 
ning soul that turns in repentance to the 
sinner’s Saviour, will live forever. In the 
garden of Eden it was not the guilty sin- 
ner that sought the Saviour, It was God 
seeking man. God did not wait for the 
repentance of man. The blood of God’s lamb 
that was to be slain availed at the very 
moment the sin was committed, delaying 
the judgment. God has been seeking and 
saving that which was lost ever since. Sal- 
vation begins with God. This is a lost 
race, with sin abounding, so that nothing 
can touch the sin except the blood of the 
Son of God, who is to become also the Son 
of man, the Seed of the woman. If we 
really learn this lesson concerning the en- 
trance of sin, we shall never minimize sin, 
and we shall ever extol the exceeding grace 
of God, the only thing in the universe mat 
abounds more than sin. 


Lesson Outlines 
How Sin Becan 

1. The serpent and the temptation (Gen. 
3: 1-5). 

2. The sin and the penalty (3: 6-24). 

3. The Saviour and the promised redemp- 
tion (3:9, 15). 

Our Temptations Topay 

1. How temptation comes: See Special 
Topics, and Practical Applications. 

2. How to meet temptation: (1) Accept 
Christ as Saviour and Lord; (2) Yield to 
Christ, with assurance of victory by his 
power (1 Cor. 10:13); (3) Watch and 
pray that we enter not into temptation that 


will lead to sin; (4) Resist Satan with the 
Word of God, and in faith, 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Do we recognize the fact of our sinful 
nature? What Adam was after he sinned, 
that we are today until we have taken 
Christ as our Saviour and have been born 
from above. 

Recognize the reality of Saton. (2 Cor. 
Sy i541: ta; 1 Pet. 5:8, 9.) 

We are our brother's keeper. (1 John 
3: 1%, 12) 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 n dozen. 


2. April 11—The Sin of Adam and Eve. 
Genesis 3:1 to 4: 46 
3. April 18—The Effects of Alcoholic 
Beverages (The Scientific Approach 
to the Liquor Problem). 
Genesis 13:13; 19: 23-25; Deuter- 
onomy 32 : 31-33; Proverbs 23 : 29-32 
4. April 25.—The Obedience of Noah. 
Genesis 5 : 28 to 9: 28 
5. May 2—Abraham a Man of Faith. 
Genesis 11:27 to 20: 18 
6. May 9.—Abraham a Man of Prayer. 
Genesis, Chapter 18 
y. May 16.—The Forbearance of Isaac. 
Genesis 21:1 to 25 : 18; 26: 1-33 
8 May 23.—The Weakness of Esau, 
Genesis 25 : 19-34; 26:34, 353 27 : 1-46 
9. May 30.—The Remaking of Jacob. 


Genesis 28:1 to 33:20 
10. June 6.—Joseph’s Readiness for Serv- 
168 Sesiccvecs Genesis, Chapters 37, 39 to 41 








‘A true wife is a help, meet for her hus- 
band. 

Christian women, what is your influence 
on the men who know you? Young women 
in high school, in college, and in business 
life have a tremendous responsibility for the 
standard of purity among men. Watch 
carefully against wrong freedom in speech 
and action, 


Love Christ supremely, Love not the 
world. Let us flee from all that helps 
toward lust, covetousness, and pride. Are 
movies, dancing, card playing, smoking, 
drinking on the side of Christ or the world? 
(1 John 2: 15-17; 2 Cor. 11:3, R. V.) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Threefold Temptation.  Satan’s 
temptation appealed first to Eve’s desire 
(1) to enjoy things to eat: the tree was 
good for food, (2) to get possession of 
things that were a delight to the eyes, 
(3) to become like God. Temptation con- 
sists in an appeal to these desires to be 
used contrary to the will of God. When 
temptation is yielded to, there results the 
sin (1) of lust, (2) of covetousness, (3) of 
pride or the vainglory of life (1 John 2: 
16). Our Lord met the same three temp- 
tations in the wilderness; he was tempted 
on all sides of his human nature. He won 
the victory through God’s word, conquer- 
ing Satan, in order that through Him we 
might have the way of escape (1 Cor. 10: 
13). 

Genesis 3:15. Practically all the charac- 
teristics of Bible prophecy are found in this 
first great prophecy. Notice the following: 
1. All prophecy centers in the coming One, 
the Seed of the woman, 2. There is an- 
other seed, the seed of Satan, to culmi- 
nate in Antichrist. 3. There is to be a 
great conflict between God and Satan, be- 
tween God’s men and Satan’s. 4. In the 
conflict, the coming Saviour, the Seed of 
the woman, shall suffer. 5. The Saviour 
will ultimately triumph, completely crush- 
ing Satan. 6. The whole plan is by the 
sovereign foreordination of God: “I will 
put.” 7. The conflict will cover an ex- 
tended period. 8. The prophecy includes 
an unknown future, but always working out 
toward the consummation. 9. The use of 
figurative language. 10. The fulfillment is 
infinitely grander than what is indicated 
in the original prophecy. 
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Cain’s Wife. ~Adam had many chil- 
dren beside Cain and Abel and Seth. It is 
not said when Cain married. Adam had 
lived nearly 130 years before Cain killed 
Abel (cf. Gen. 5:3, 4). Cain married a 
sister or a niece, 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Vice does not present itself as “a mon- 
ster of frightful mien,” but as an angel of 
light. 

Is a lie ever justifiable? The answer is, 
Satan is a liar and the father of lies, 

Every man today is “in Adam” or “in 
Christ.” Where am I? 

Sin did not take God by surprise; every 
provision was made for man’s redemption, 

When man ate of the tree of the knowl- 
edge of good and evil he lost. the tree of 
life; when Christ died on the tree of curse, 
he won back the tree of life for man (Acts 
5:30; 10:30; 1 Pet. 2:24). 

When God made man he gave him the 
earth, and held back only one thing; he 
held back the fruit of one tree because it 
would spoil the enjoyment of all the rest. 

God holds nothing back from his chil- 
dren except that which would work them 
injury; let us fully trust his perfect love. 

When in doubt about any question, let 
us choose the thing we know is right. 


Let us stay away from “the border lines 
of doubtful practices,” as Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull called them. 


We learn what sin is, not by what our 
conscience tells us, but by what God reveals 
in his Word. 


God created Eve to be a help, meet for 
Adam. She became a hindrance, fatal to 
Adam, 


Adam’s sin turned the garden into a wil- 
derness ; in the wilderness Christ met Satan 
and won the victory that will turn the 
wilderness into a garden, 


Cotumesra, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT connection has the sin of Adam 
and Eve with our sin today? 

2. What two facts make us certain that 

every man and woman in the human race 

was involved in the sin of Adam and Eve? 


3. What verse in the Bible makes it very 
clear that it was Satan tempting our first 
parents and that the judgment on the serpent 
was primarily a judgment on Satan? It is 
a verse that gives five names to Satan (Amer- 
ican Standard Version). 


4. Can you mention two great differences 
between the sin of Satan and the fallen angels, 
and the sin of Adam and Eve? 

5. Did the penalty pronounced upon Adam 
fall upon him when he sinned? Why did 
he bay die a physical death? 

Can we answer the question as to why 
Gai permitted the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil to be in the garden? 

7. Were these words used in the judgment 
pronounced upon Adam: “In the sweat of 
thy brow shalt thou eat bread”? 

8. What long name is given to Genesis 3: 
15, and why? 

9. What do you think is the greatest revela- 
tion made in the third chapter of Genesis? 
Answer in one word. 

10. What was the first event in the story 
of the conflict between the seed of the woman 
and the seed of Satan? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are givy 
on page 227 of this issue. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“World, Flesh, and Devil.”—The ser- 
pent ...said... Yea, hath God said... ? 
the woman said (Gen. 3:1, 2). Different 
folks have different ways of talking the same 
English language here in America, The 
Yankee is apt to do it largely through his 
nose and throws in an “r” once in awhile. 

“Why the very idear!” exclaimed Miss 
Boston. “Of course I'll have an ice cream 
sodar.” ; 

The Southerner softens and shortens in 
smooth cadences that is quite charming. 

“Mista Ridgway, sah, you all has the best 
o’ me,” says Colonel Carter of Cartersville. 

Some lisp the words, some hesitate with 
an “er-er-er.” More than fifty-seven vari- 
eties. But in hell there is only one way 
of talking. All with the rising inflection. 
The inflection of Doubt. In our lesson is 
a perfect specimen. 

Our first mother fell for it— and this is 
not slang. Many college boys and girls 
have been falling for the rising inflection. 
And many a befooled student is outside the 
Garden with nothing but the core of a 
very bitter apple because of listening to 
Professor Doubts. “Yea, hath the Bible 
said?” (Matt. 28:17.) 

A few years ago America and the whole 
world were deeply stirred by the kidnap- 
ing and death of the Lindbergh baby boy. 
In due course the kidnaper was trapped by 
the marked money. 

He proved to be a German criminal 
illegally in this country. On being brought 
before the law he was asked, “What is 
your religion?” 

“IT am an atheist,” ‘was his reply. 

“Then you don’t believe there is a God?” 

“I believe in will power.” 

Only an atheist could kidnap and kill a 
lovely little baby. But this is only one 
of the hellish jobs begun in Eden with a 
“Yea, hath God said?” (1 John 3:8; Gal. 
5: 19-21.) 


In Jail.—The eyes of them both were 
opened (v. 7). When, if ever, you come 
to have intimate dealings with the Devil, 
your eyes will not be opened before the 
catastrophe but after the wreck. You can 
have this confirmed by visiting just two 
institutions. The jail. The hospital for 
incurables, 

One of the most striking things about 
sin is the reaction after the commission 
of the offense. The boy who starts to be 
a thief, being interrupted in his crime, 
shoots and kills. From being a candidate 
for a few years in jail with the good chance 
of parole, he becomes by the mere posses- 
sion of a gun and the touch of a trigger, 
a candidate for the condemned cell .and a 
seat on the “hot chair.” (Gen, 2:17; Rom. 
6: 23.) 

As the prisoner sits in that narrow, bar- 
red room where the Devil has brought him, 
and watches day after day drop off the 
calendar, he is having a little taste of hell 
here and now, and oh, boy, how his eyes 
are opened! 

“Oh, why did I do it?” is his unanswered 
cry. He can find his answer in the third 
chapter of Genesis. There are those who 
say they do not believe in a hell with its 
Devil. These poor victims know. Hell 
deniers are very scarce in our jails.. These 
hell deniers are found mostly among those 
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who do not believe the Bible is true, ex- 
cept certain spots. 

They think Jesus was only trying to 
throw a scare into the-impulsive Peter to 
tone him down a little when he said, “Simon 
. . . Satan hath desired to have you,” — 
that he may “put thee through the thresh- 
ing machine” (Luke 22: 31). 

I know what I am talking about. I have 
had the privilege of talking to men in jails, 
and no group of men anywhere, in any re- 
ligious assembly, listens as intently as the 
jail audience to the old, old story. 

These men have had their eyes opened. 
Ah, how well they can remember what 
Satan promised them when they started, the 
good time they were going to have, the joy 
on Easy Street, with friends and fortune. 
And then they look around them on the 
walls and the bars, and the memories of 
the outside. And ‘how they like to hear 
of the Way out! (John 14:6.) 


In Eden.—And the man said (v. 12). 
All the world knows what the man said. 
He has been saying it in one way or an- 
other all down the ages. Blaming his 
troubles on some one else—and wherever 
possible, on the woman. The world has a 
name for it — “side-stepping.” 

Our first father does not show up well 
after the Devil has had his way with him. 
Ditto with his descendants when they get 
mixed up with his Satanic majesty (Mark 
14: 66-72). 

I was supposed to be in Johnstown at 
the time of the flood in 1889. We were 
making some machinery for one of the 
large steel plants there. But I was in Pitts- 
burgh trying to get to Johnstown when 
the dam broke. 


Pre ’ 


“But where SIN abounded, ——> 


“For all have sinned, and 
come short of the —_, 
GLORY of God.” 
Rom 3:23 
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Because the railroad east was destroyed 
in the Johnstown area we had to come 
home via Buffalo and New York City. In 
our party was a man from our. neighbor- 
ing city of Lancaster, whom I got to know. 
He was a manufacturer, and the firm’s name 
was Einstein and Levy. : 

“But it’s only me,” he said. “There is 
no Levy, he is only imaginary.” 

“Why carry the name?” I innocently asked. 

“If anything goes cat-bird in the busi- 
ness, I can blame it on my partner Levy.” 

“A sort of Scrooge & Marley concern 
then?” I said with a hint of contempt in 
the tone. 

And you will not be surprised to learn 
that later the firm of Einstein & Levy, in 
a few years, went into bankruptcy, and 
Einstein was managing a country baseball 
team that also “busted.” 

In this breakdown of the “First Family” 
I have always liked this story: Adam 
and Seth and some of the children were 
taking a walk one day, and they came to 
some high ground where they looked down 
into the Garden of Eden. “Oh, what a 
beautiful place,” cried one of the boys. 

“Yes,” said Adam, “it is a lovely place. 
We used to live there.”- 

“Why don’t we live there now?” they all 
asked. 

“Your mother ate us out of house and 
home!” 

Here is the moral of this fantastic story, 
and don’t you ever forget it: Seth and his 
brothers and ‘sisters were not the last chil- 
dren who have had to suffer the loss of 
their Edens because of the fall-down of 
Father and Mother. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


so by the OBEDIENCE of 
one shall many be 
made righteous’’ Rom5:19, 


| 


<— GRACE did much moie 
abound.” Rom 5:20. 


““We have access-into this 
oe rejoice in 
of the GLORY 

of God.” Rorm.5:2 
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=> Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name” 
3 


Lesson for April 11 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the: best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafict explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good psowretene 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might Schlereiee be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one 


Satan in Satin.— Now the serpent was 
more subtil than any beast of the field 
(Gen. 3:1). An old railroad man, of lit- 
tle education but of rugged character and 
fervent spirit, was wont to enter in the mar- 
gin of his Bible many rich and striking 
notes. In some of these notes the word 
Satan occurred, and it was invariably 
spelled S-a-t-i-n. A friend, seeing this, 
called his attention to it. “Why, how do 
you spell it?” asked the owner of the Bible. 
“S-a-t-a-n,” was the reply. “Well, what 
does my word spell?” “It spells satin.” 
“Well,” replied the old man, “let it stand, 
that is the way he is dressed when he 
comes to me.” — From Comprehensive 
Scholar's Quarterly, published by David C. 
Cook Publishing Co. Sent by Rendel Cos- 
and, Damascus, Ohio. 


Dazzled by the Gleam.—Ye shall not 
surely die. ... she took of the fruit (vs. 
4, 6). In South America a phosphorescent 
spider is found that attracts and dupes its 
prey by successive flashes of light; the 
moth is apparently dazed, and with the 


emission of each gleam creeps closer to the. 


transfigured assassin. This is the parable 
of the process of sin—From “The Supreme 
Conquest,” by W. L. Watkinson. Sent by 
the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woritur, Trich- 
inopoly, S. India. * 


When God Looks.—Hid themselves 
from the presence of the Lord God (v. 8). 
There is no darkness intense enough to 
hide your sin from the eye of God. I 
went into a doctor’s office to see the won- 
ders of the X-ray machine. He made ready 
and handed me a strange lens and I looked 
upon the bones of my friend though covered 
with a veil of flesh. The tacks in the soles of 
his shoes seemed to hang in space; the bones 
of his foot were plainly seen; but when I 
turned my attention to the vertebrae I saw 
the ribs standing like grim specters, and 
when I reached the region of the heart I 
saw the dim outline of a living, moving or- 
gan which meant life and action. I trem- 
bled as I thought: Man has discovered a ray 
that reveals the vitals of a man in action; 
his heart is open for observation under 
that light. But the Lord God reads the 
sins of the heart. _For the first time I 
understood the words “God looketh upon 
the heart."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by E. M. James, Toronto, 
Ont., Can. Prize tllustration. 


Why He Did Not Believe in a Devil.— 


The serpent beguiled me (v. 13). A friend 
of mine once asked me if I believed in a 


personal devil, to which I replied with 


some emphasis, “No!” His only answer 
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was a lifting of eyebrows as though won- 
dering at my heterodoxy ; whereupon I pro- 
ceeded to clear myself: “I most certainly 
believe there is a personal devil, but far 
be it from me to believe in him. He is a liar 
and the father of lies, and how he has lied 
about the Word of God! It has been the 
method of Satan from the beginning to 
tamper with, distort, and otherwise cast 
doubts upon the Word. “Yea, hath God 
said . . .?” was the crafty, doubt-sowing 
utterance by which he deceived Eve—From 
Dr. E. J. Pace. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Ont., Can. 


What Satan Fears.—And I will put en- 
mity between thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his” heel 
(v. 15). One of the happiest men I ever 
knew was a man in Dundee, Scotland, who 
had fallen and broken his back when he was 
a boy of fifteen. He had lain on his bed 
for about forty years, and suffered much 
pain, but the grace of God was so abun- 
dant upon him, that I almost imagined that 
when the angels passed over Dundee, they 
would stop at this bedside to get refreshed. 
When I saw him I asked if Satan ever 
tempted him, thinking of God as a hard 
Master, and doubting His love. “Oh, yes,” 
he said, “many times, as- I see others in 
prosperity, Satan says, ‘If God is so good, 
you might be rich and well.” “What do 
you do when Satan tempts you?” I asked. 
“Ah, I just take him to Calvary and show 
him Christ, and His wounds, and say, ‘Does 
He not love me?’ And Satan got such a 
scare there hundreds of years ago, that he 
cannot stand it; he leaves me every time.” 
—From “Moody’s Stories,’ Bible Institute 
Colportage Association. Sent by Dr. Wil- 
liam H. Ensign, Los Angeles, Calif. 


The Peril of “Little” Things.—The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die (Golden Text). 
A relief lifeboat was built at London many 
years ago. While the workmen were busy 
over it, one man lost his hammer. Whether 
he knew it or not, it was nailed up in the 
bottom of the boat. Perhaps if he found it 
out, he thought that the only harm done 
was the loss of one hammer. But the boat 
was put to service, and every time it rocked 
on the waves the hammer was tossed to and 
fro. Little by little it wore for itself a 
track, until it had worn through the plank- 
ing and keel down to the very copper plat- 
ing, before it was found out. Only that 
plate of copper kept the vessel from sink- 
ing. It seemed a very little thing in the 
start, but see what mischief it wrought. 
So it is with a “little” sin in the heart. It 
may break through all the restraints that 
surround us, and but for God’s great mercy, 
sink our souls in endless ruin—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Miss Alice 
L. Cary, Dayton,. Ohio. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast made plain to us the meaning of 
sin, and in this lesson today we are at the 
beginning of the sorrows that sin brings. Thy 
love is everlasting, and thy purposes for us are 
set forth in thy dealings with man, for as sin 
came into the world, thou didst open the way 
for man’s salvation. Help us to realize the con- 
sequences of ‘sin; of disobedience to thee; 
of following our own desires in spite of. the 


* 995 


clear warning that thou dost give. We cannot 
hide from thee. We thank thee that nothing 
is concealed from thee, and that thou dost pro- 
vide a way of escape from every temptation by 
the indwelling, victorious Christ. For this we 
thank thee with full hearts. In the namie of the 
Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—That which draws 
us from God is the disobedience that is sin 
in itself and that causes us to sin in other 
ways. How clearly Adam and Eve were 
warned! How disastrously they fell vic- 
tims to Satan’s shrewd and appealing sug- 
gestion to disobey! So in our day, it is 
with many of us as we give ear to Satan’s 
voice in our own lives, if our minds are 
closed to what God would say to us in the 
hour of temptation. We are so slow to 
learn. We have very high inducements to 
obey our loving heavenly Father, but we 
turn so easily to the way that Satan points 
out, and then come regrets and bitterness. 
Shall we lay our lives before the Lord 
today, asking his forgiveness for all our 
disobedience, and his strength to meet temp- 
tation day by day? We need so much the 
ever-present Lord as our restraining guide 
all along the way. 





REMEMBER 


THE COQSEQUuENCES OF SIN 


JESUS CHRIST 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. Evelyn M. McClusky 
Director of The Miracle Book Club 


OUISE and her father had their Bibles 

out looking up references. The father 
said, “What was the sin of Adam and 
Eve?” 

“Disobedience.” 

“But what caused the disobedience?” 

Louise was silent a long moment. “I 
thought I was giving you a very grown 
up answer, Dad. When I was a little girl 
I would have said they ate of the forbid- 
den fruit. What is the matter with my 
answer, ‘Disobedience’ ?” 

Her father smiled. “Adam and Eve had 
the very same sin that Christians have 
today. They were granted the hallowed 
privilege of fellowship with Almighty God, 
yet they failed to believe him. They failed 
to believe him because their love was not 
perfect. To escape being classified as a 
‘sinner’ one must be perfect from the mo- 
ment of birth throughout all his existence. 
And Christ himself is the standard by which 
we must measure our perfect love.” 

“Then no one is perfect!” Louise ex- 
claimed, “All have sinned!” 

“Exactly! That is what God’s Word de- 
clares very plainly: ‘All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God’” (Rom 3: 
a2), 

“But, Dad, doesn’t Calvary cancel the 
guilt of sin for each person who believes 
that God’s Son died for the believer? And 
you said that Christians of today have the 
same sin that Adam and Eve have. What 
do you mean?” 

“I mean that we fail to believe God. 
I know that you believe that Christ died 
for you, and this believing the fact assures 
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me that you are saved, but do you limit 
God? If you really put your mind and 
heart upon the believing and gave your 
life over to thinking of pleasing the One 
who has saved you from the guilt of sin, 
then you would be allowing him to save 
you from the power of sin. You would 
show forth that you believe that you are 
made in his image, for his glory, and that 
he alone is perfect and that he gives you of 
his perfection in love. Shall we look up 
some more references?” 

“Yes, and after reading each one, I'll ask 
myself: ‘Do I believe this enough for my 
life to show it?’” 

“First there is Genesis 2: 7 and notice the 
word ‘nostrils.’ No one has ever found 
‘nostrils’ in a tiny germ of life which might 
be examined under a microscope. God 
formed Adam and Eve, and presented them 
a finished product. I rejoice that he formed 
them. He came close, even as we have the 
comforting-facts that he came himself to die 
for us instead of sending an angel, and he is 
coming himself to gather his own to himself. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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In the heavenlies we shall see a very real 
man with nail-prints to prove the perfec- 
tion of his divine love. If Christ had pos- 
sessed any tiny flaw in his love for his 
Father or for us, he would have had sin 
in him and would have had to die for that 
and could not have been our Saviour.” 

Genesis 1: 26, 27; Exodus 31: 18; 24: 10; 
Luke 24: 36-45; John 6:29; 1 Corinthians 
6:19, 20; Ephesians 2: 1-10; Romans 6: 
23; 1 John 1: 5-ro. 

If you are not happy, you do not believe 
God is able to forgive your sin! 

OaAKLanp, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Satan’s Strategy. 


Discussion: Show how Satan’s offerings 
of satisfaction through selfish pleasure and 
sin prove false and lead to disaster. 


Objective: Fight Satan with God’s Word. 


AY, fellows, the strategy of Satan as 

he used it with Eve is the very same 
that he uses today. Take a look at it as 
I have tried to illustrate some phases of 
it with the Little Jetts, shown on this 
page. First, note that Satan did not 
approach Eve in the form of a snake. I 
don’t believe a snake could have persuaded 
Eve to disobey God’s clear command. 
Satan must have been in a form very beau- 
tiful, very attractive and graceful, and ap- 
pearing very wise. Paul speaks of him as 
“an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14). In 
Revelation 12:9 and 20:2 he is spoken of 
as “that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan.” It is not intended to state that 
he was in the form shown in the Little 
Jetts strip. We are trying merely to show 
by some form his strategy. Satan’s first 
recorded word is “Yea.” It is the word 
of agreement. His approach is always agree- 
able. His proposals are “sane — logical — 
common sense.” ‘They are in harmony with 
your natural inclinations. Eve was at- 
tracted not only by his personal appearance, 
but by his logic which seemed quite sound. 
Satan’s second step is to suggest a doubt. 
“Hath God said .. .?” “Eve, might you 
not be mistaken — did God really say it?” 
That is what Satan is saying about the 
Bible today through the smart professors 
in the schools. “Did God really say that? 
Is it not the invention of men?” Satan’s 
third step is a direct contradiction of God’s 
Word: “Ye shall not surely die’! And 
so he gets bolder and bolder until, having 
undermined the faith of his victim, he takes 
him captive and runs away with him to his 
doom, 

Remember this, fellows: Satan’s first 
proposals are always plausible. It is not 
until he has you bound and gagged that he 
reveals his true self. He tries to lure you 
to something represented as fine and satis- 
fying, but when he has gotten you going 
headlong, then he is no longer an angel 
of light, and the glory sky gives way to 
blackness and despair. Peter says: “Be 
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 
5:8). 

PortLaANp, ORG. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Material: Use the last “earth” picture 
you had last Sunday, with the garden and 
the man and woman. You can tell the 
lesson story from this, and thus, in the 
child’s mind, connect up the creation and 
the Fall. Give each child a round card, 











¥ will remember that last Sunday we 
learned that God created the heavens 
and the earth, and everything in them, and 
the last thing he did was to create a man 
and a woman. Today we are studying 
about this man and woman. 

Do vou know their names? Adam and 
Eve, They were perfect, just as God cre- 
ated them, with no sickness or disease, 
with bright, clear eyes, and keen minds. 
They were the most wonderful man and 
woman that ever lived in the world. (Of 
course, Jesus Christ was the very most 
wonderful Man, but he was God as well 
as man.) 

After God created man and woman, he 
put them in the beautiful garden he had 
made, the garden of Eden. There were 
trees and flowers and fruit and vegetables, 
and no weeds or bugs or worms to eat 
things up. And all the animals were tame 
and gentle, and Adam named them all, 

Adam and Eve lived in this garden, and 
they took care of it. And God told them 
they could eat the fruit of the trees, ail 
but one tree that was in the middle of the 
garden, and that one they must not eat. 

One day when Eve was walking in the 
garden, the serpent, who was the cleverest 


of the animals, told her it would be all right ' 


for her to eat the fruit, that God had 
not told her the truth about it. And he 
made her forget what God had said. She 
looked at the fruit on the tree, and it was 
beautiful, and it was good for food, and 
the serpent said that it would make her 
wise. So she took some and ate it, and 
gave Adam some of it and he ate it, 

And then, they knew they had sinned and 
when God came into the garden and they 
heard him calling them, they ran and hid 
from him, 

Don’t you know how you ran and hid 
from Mother when you had disobeyed her? 

Because Adam and Eve disobeyed God, 
sin came into their hearts, and every heart 
has had sin in it ever since. And other 
things happened. Sickness came, and sor- 
row; thorns and weeds and bugs and 
worms came into gardens, and the animals 
became wild and savage. 

Because we were sinners, Christ fad to 
come aiid die for us. Some day, when 
Christ comes back to reign, once more the 
gardens will grow with no weeds or pests, 
and the animals will be tame, and the lion 
will eat straw like the ox. Christ will re- 
store the things lost in the garden of Eden 
through sin. 

We're going to print one word on our 
card today — SIN. 

Mopesto, CALIF. 

vw 


“T am helpless about this matter of to- 
morrow, but if I am saved I musi also be 
kept.” By an act of faith she flung herself 
on grace, and found herself on the breast 
of God.—Concerning Francesca French, iu 
“Something Happened.” 

















Lesson for April 11 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for April 11) 


1. The sin of Adam and Eve led the human 
race into sin and judgment, including the 
guilt of sin, the pollution of sin, and the lack 
of original righteousness. hus each human 
being is born with a sinful nature, and when 
he comes to the age of accountability ex- 
presses it in outward sin and disobedience to 


2. The fact of God’s definite revelation in 
his Word (cf. Rom, 5). The fact of human 
experience, which indicates the universality 
of sin both in nature and in act. 

3. Revelation 12: 9. 


4. Adam and Eve sinned through an out- 
side tempter. Satan sinned in a sinless world, 


. through his own choice and without solicita- 


tion from the outside. Satan’s sin did. not 
affect the other angels, except by mae oh 
each made the same deliberate choice, without 
any inward evil nature. Adam’s sin passed 
down through the race, so that each human 
using has a sinful nature, and has sinned in 


5. The worst death is spiritual death, which 
means separation from God. This happened 
to Adam and Eve when they sinned. There 
was also the certainty of the physical death 
later. Through the grace of God, and the 
provision of the blood of Christ, immediate 
death did not result, and a Saviour was. pro- 
vided to save from eternal death. 

6. The question cannot be answered fully. 
But we know that sin was already in the 
universe, and since man was created with 
power to choose, and the possibility of charac- 
ter, there must be the possibility of disobeying 


7. The words were: “In the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread” (Gen. 3:19). The 
expression is nearly always misquoted. 

8. Protevangelium, which means the first 
evangel, or the first announcement of the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. 

9. Grace. 


10. The murder of Abel by Cain. 





Teacher Training Questions 


By Clarence H. Benson 


Soustery. of te 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 








Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 

son, who is also the Director of the Christian 

Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 

answers questions having to do with the 

whole field of teacher training. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
addressing them to: Teacher Training Depart- 
ment, The Sunday School Times, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 

tioned in this department may be ordered from 

the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia.) 

We are using the Six-Point Record System, 
but find that it requires too much work for 
the secretary, who is already occupied with 
the records of the Sunday school. Should the 
superintendent care for this work?—H. C. M. 


HE overburdened secretary should. not 

be asked to add this all-important work 
to his present duties, nor should the super- 
intendent or teacher be required to assume 
this responsibility. The superintendent must 
be free to care for the administrative duties 
of his office, while nothing should be per- 
mitted to hinder the teacher in the all-too- 
brief lesson period. In the administrative 
unit of the Preliminary Training Course 
of the Evangelical Teacher Training Asso- 
ciation, a plan is provided whereby the 
Six-Point Record System can be effec- 
tively carried on through a specially ap- 
pointed officer, called the registrar, in close 


co-operation with the departmental secre- 
taries. 
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Is there any way in which it is possible to 
secure as good attendance in Sunday school 
as in the public school?—R. P. 

TTENDANCE is a teaching problem 

fully as much as an administrative dif- 
ficulty, _ Interested pupils can always be 
expected to attend, and here the teacher as 
well as the lesson is an important factor. 
There is no question that teacher training 
will do more than anything else to im- 
prove the attendance. The trained teachers 
in our public schools know how to interest 
the pupils in their subjects, and none of us 
dare say that the Bible cannot be made an 
interesting study. But even the best teacher 
needs the support of the administrative 
machinery of the Sunday school to main- 
tain perfect attendance, and for this we 
believe that the Six-Point Record System 
together with the “Constant Call” for fol- 
lowing up absentees are the most effective 
means to be employed. The plan of the 
“Constant Call” is to have the registrar 
correspond with the absent pupil the first 
Sunday; notify the teacher to call if the 
pupil is absent a second Sunday; notify 
the department superintendent to call if 
the absence continues a third Sunday; and 
finally the general superintendent if the 
pupi{ is absent four weeks in succession. 
If the pupil is a member of the church the 
pastor should likewise be notified. 





Can any distinction be made between pupils 
who are sent and those who have 
a good excuse?—N. M. C. 


ES. A pupil not willingly absent can 

send in his home work and offering, and 
still maintain a passing grade that will 
enable him to qualify for his certificate of 
promotion or diploma at the end of the 
year. Such a pupil is maintaining his in- 
terest and fully accounted for, thus making 
it unnecessary for the registrar to send out 
the customary card for an’ unexplained ab- 
sence, 





Should separate lessons be taught to the four- 
year-old and to the five-year-old pupils of the 
Beginners Department? Do you approve of 
giving out the leaflets in advance? 


T IS only in very large Sunday schools 

that it is possible to have two separate 
rooms for the Beginners Department, and 
that it is advisable to teach two lessons 
at the same time. As more than half of 
our schools have less than one hundred on 
the roll, the Beginners Department is small, 
and the material in most lessons is so pre- 
pared that it is just as well adapted for one 
year as the other, thus making it possible to 
have the circle talk and the lesson instruc- 
tion on one theme. We do not approve of 
giving out the leaflets in advance, since 
the pupils lose their interest when the nov- 
elty has worn out. 


A New Bible School 
in the Northwest 


HE Multnomah School of the Bible of 
Portland, Oreg., last year was no more 
than a vision, subject of much prayer and 
planning on the part of a group of lay- 
men and ministers of the Pacific North- 
west. Today it is an actuality, a dream 
realized, an answered prayer. 
A fine building at 703 N. E. Multnomah 
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Street adequately houses the twenty-five 
full-time students and several part-time 
students, Classes have been in session since 
last October. The Rev. Bernard B. Sut- 
cliffe, D.D., member of the staff of the 
Moody Bible Institute, and widely known 
as teacher and writer, is the president of 
the school; the Rev. Simon E, Forsberg, 
former dean of the Winnipeg Bible In- 
stitute of Canada, is dean of the fac- 
ulty; the Rev. John G. Mitchell, direc- 
tor of the Portland Union Bible Classes, 
vice-president ; Willard M. Aldrich, Th.D., 
registrar, and Kenneth Kober, . treas- 
urer. 

Along with Dr. Sutcliffe and Messrs. 
Forsberg, Mitchell, and Aldrich, the Rev. 
Levi Olson, Miss Josephine Neil, and Miss 
Doris Coffin compose the faculty. 

The Multnomah School of the Bible is 
positively evangelical in its doctrinal stand, 
teaching the distinctive doctrines of the 
grace of God and looking for the blessed 
hope of Christ’s corporeal return to reign 
in righteousness upon the earth. The Eng- 
lish Bible and systematic theology are to 
receive the major emphasis in its well- 
rounded Bible school curriculum. It is the 
aim of the faculty to send out students with 
flaming hearts and well balanced and well 
instructed understandings. 


w 


The Scriptures in 
Nearly 1,000 Languages 


HE Bible or some part of it has been 

translated into 991 languages and dia- 
lects, according to a statement issued by 
the American Bible Society, New York 
City. 

Nine new languages were translated and 
published in 1936, seven of these being Af- 
rican dialects and two European, the Gos- 
pel of Luke in Bern German and the Book 
of Acts in Moravian Romany. 

The extent to which the Scriptures have 
been published in the various languages is 
as follows: 


I IIE 8 5 wos ks, gorda 0 eke 4.059 176 
New Testaments — additional 





ays 5 214 
Portions (at least one book) ........ 520 
Selected Passages .....0.. 8s ci dease 81 
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One complete Bible was issued last year, 
that in the Venda language spoken in the 
Transvaal, South Africa, and published by 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, with 
headquarters in London. 

The Olunyore New Testament, one of 
the six New Testaments now to become 
available, was published in July by the 
American Bible Society. ‘This is the first 
complete Testament for some 300,000 
natives in Kenya, north of Lake Victoria 
Nyanza. It required three years after the 
receipt of the manuscript to complete this 
publication. The book was proof-read in 
Africa, but the delay was largely due to 
changes in the spelling that had developed 
in the language since ‘the writing of the 
manuscript. 

Among the four Gospels Mark, according 
to the records of the American Bible So- 
ciety, has been the most widely published, 
having been translated into 630 languages. 
Matthew appears in 604, John in 559, and 
Luke in 550. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 18. The Good Church Member is Com- 
munity-Minded. 1 John 3:17; 4:20. 


Sunday, April 11 


Good Church Member 
Stewardship 
(1 Cor. 4:2; 1 Pet. 4:10) 


The 


Practices 





Mon.—Life a stewardship (Matt. 25: 14- 


30). 
Tues.—Jacob a tither (Gen. 28 : 22). 
Wed.—The motive for giving (2 Cor. 8: 


1-5). . 

Thurs.—The stewardship of time (Col. 4: 
1-6). 

Fri—Faithful stewards (1 Tim. 6 : 17-21). 

Sat.—Jesus, the divine steward (John 17: 
1-5). 











THOUGHTFUL searching of God’s 

Word will show us that much more is 
involved in the matter of stewardship than 
the mere distribution of money. Stew- 
ardship includes our time. The Lord 
Jesus did not hesitate to command certain 
men whom he met to follow him. And 
we read that they “forsook all and fol- 
lowed him.” The rich young ruler, you 
will remember, was told to sell all that 
he had and give the money to the poor, 
and then to take up his cross and follow 
the Lord Jesus. God does not give all 
of us opportunity for full-time service on 
the mission field, or in the ministry, or in 
other Christian work, but he does ask 
each of us to be willing to put our time 
at his disposal and direction, 


Stewardship includes our labor. God 
has ordained that man should work (Gen. 
3:19; 2 Thess. 3:10). No exception has 
been made for believers. However, God’s 
Word also tells us that, whatsoever we 
do in word or deed, we are to do all to 
the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31). Even 
in our work, therefore, though it may not 
- be directly related to Christian service, 
we are to seek his guidance and strength, 
and to perform our duties faithfully and 
well, as unto him. In our employment, we 
are to seek first the Kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, trusting him to add unto 
us, from among those things that others 
seek after, those things that are necessary 
for us in his sight (Matt. 6: 33). 


And of course, stewardship includes our 
possessions and our earnings. God asks 
us to recognize first of all that all things 
come from him (1 Chron. 29:14; Col. 1: 
16; Rev. 4:11). Under the Old Testa- 
ment law, the Israelites were commanded 
to give one-tenth of all produce, of all 
flocks and cattle, of all income. Other of- 
ferings and sacrifices brought their gifts 
to the Lord to more than a tenth, and 
any free will offerings were in addition 
to these required tithes. 

Where the Israelites were required to 
give by law, however, the New Testament 
urges believers to give from a heart full 
of gratitude for what God. has done for 
them (2 Cor. 9:7). This giving is not to 
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be done grudgingly, nor from a feeling of 
compulsion, but to be “hilarious.” 
4 

The Christian’s giving under the New 
Testament teaching is to be in proportion 
as God has prospered him (1 Cor. 16:2). 

It is to follow the Lord Jesus as a pat- 
tern. He gave not merely a tenth, but all 
(2 Cor. 8:9), and the Christian is gladly 
to put all that he has and has earned at 
God’s disposal. 

‘ The Bible recognizes, however, the Chris- 
tian’s responsibility to apply a portion of 
his earnings and income to his own needs 
and to those of others (John 13:20: Acts 
23 45; 4: 393. 1 :. Cor. 163. 1-33. r- Tim. §3 
8; 1 John 3:17). 

The Christian’s distribution of his gifts 
will include the unjust as well as the just 
(Matt. 5:42, 45). It will take care of 
the members of one’s own family (1 Tim. 
5:8). It will be applied especially to other 
believers (1 Cor. 16:1). It will care par- 
ticularly for the poor among the believers, 
first for the Lord’s servants (Phil. 4: 10, 
14); then for the afflicted, widows, and 
the like (1 Tim. 5: 3-16); and finally for 
the poverty-stricken in general (Mark 14: 
47; Rom. 15: 26; Gal. 2:10). 

It is well to remember, too, that God 
has a promise for faithful, conscientious 
stewardship. “For God is not unrighteous 
to forget your work and labour of love, 
which ye have shewed toward his name, in 
that ye have ministered to the saints, and 
do minister” (Heb. 6:10). “He which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also boun- 
tifully” (2 Cor. 9:6). 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Chinese Boy’s Love Gift 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


'ARMER SING was sitting outside on 

the porch “eating the air” after his day’s 
work in the hot, slushy fields. 

He was smoking his old-fashioned Chi- 
nese water-pipe, for the farmer hated new 
foreign ways, and would not change from 
any of his parents’ old customs. As he sat 
thinking sadly how different things now 
were even in that country village, there 
was suddenly a piercing scream from in- 
side the house, and he ran into the dark, 
cluttered kitchen shouting, “What evil has 
arrived now?” 

“I-yah, I-yah,” cried his wife. “The big 
pot of boiling water upset itself over the 
small one, and he is destroyed.” Certainly 
the poor little boy was badly scalded, and his 
father was wild with fear, for they had 
only this precious baby boy. 

Immediately the neighbors flocked in, 
every one shouting and screaming advice. 
Above the terrible noise a Christian rela- 
tive tried to make his voice heard. 

“My brother,” he said to the distracted 
father, “take the child at once to ‘the Heal- 
ing Garden’ [hospital] in the town, where 
the clever foreign doctor will heal him 
with her wonder-working medicines.” 

“Not so,” shouted the neighbors. “If 
your son is to die, you cannot prevent it. 
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Let him alone, our own remedies are 
best.” The poor parents did not know what 
to do in their distress but, happily in the 
end, their Christian relative persuaded them 
to start for the “Foreign Home-of-Heal- 
ing.” 

When they reached this wonderful place, 
as it seemed to these country folk, they 
were most kindly received by the woman 
missionary doctor. She was full of sym- 
pathy, and took the poor little boy so ten- 
derly in her arms that the mother felt 
strangely comforted. 

“Thank the Great and Good God-Father 
you have brought him in time. I trust we 
may be enabled to save his life.” 

Next day she took the parents aside and 
very paiiently explained to them that in 
order to help the little boy’s burns to heal 
up sooner, she would need to ask the father 
to let her take a patch of skin from his 
leg. “I will place this skin over the worst 
burn on your child’s body, and it will grow 
over it quite quickly. He is very weak, so 
we must try to do all we can for him.” 

But Farmer Sing thought all the doctor 
said was absurd, and though he loved his 
precious little son very much, he stubbornly, 
refused to agree to the doctor’s request, 
nor allow his wife to do so either. 

“The foreign healer is foolish, How I 
wish we had never come here. Why did I 
heed the mad words of my cousin?” 

The doctor, however, was very: deter- 
mined, and said in her quiet voice, “Hon- 
orable Elder Brother, then please come with 
me to the school yonder, for I cannot risk 
losing your little son’s life.” 

Accordingly they went over to the boys’ 
“Read-Book-Hall” where the pupils were 
trooping out at recess. The doctor walked 
up to the teacher and spoke to him for a 
few seconds. Then he called the name of 
Mo-ko (Mark) Sen, and a bright, healthy- 
looking boy returned at once. When the 
doctor made her request to him he agreed 
most readily. 

“T am full of joy to help by such a small 
gift. It is a privilege,” he said bowing 
very politely to the farmer, who was too 
surprised to speak. So Mark came into the 
hospital for a day or two, and the skin 
“graft,” as it is called, was so successful 
that the little patient healed up very soon. 

Of course the father was astonished, but 
he thanked Mark for his gift, wondering 
much when he heard that the boy was al- 
ways ready to help in this way because 
he felt he was pleasing the Saviour he 
loved and served. 

On their return to the village the neigh- 
bors were all surprised to see the boy so 
wonderfully healed. 

“It is all foreign magic,” cried the 
women. ‘They can do these miracles by 
méans of their God.” 

This gave the farmer an opportunity of 
telling the neighbors how Mark had will- 
ingly helped his child, and how every one 
at the hospital “loved” people until they, 
too, became unselfish and kind. “They are 
all alike there,” he said, “and the only 
thanks they want is that people shall come 
to understand and love this Jesus-God. 
They make it easy for us poor know-noth- 
ing folk, because they refuse money and 
gifts; and they say, ‘We only want you 
to believe and worship the one true God.’ ” 

“This sounds good,” said the - people. 
“Let us call one of them to teach us more.” 

Strange to say it was Mark’s father who 
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came to tell them the good news of salva- 
tion, and he often used his son’s sacrifice 
to illustrate the great and wonderful love 
of the One who gave his very life for all. 


WortTHinec, Sussex, Enc. 
we 


Hearing the Latest News 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission 


HE members of many churches and 

Sunday schools and the delegates to 
many summer conferences last year re- 
ceived much spiritual blessing through the 
messages of. O. Vansteenberghe, who, with 
John C. Winston, is a Co-Director of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. Mr. Vansteen- 
berghe has been associated with the Mis- 
sion since its beginning, nearly nineteen 
years ago, and it was the wish of Mr. and 
Mrs. Norton that he and Mr. Winston 
should succeed them as the Directors of 
the work. Mr. Vansteenberghe made his 
first visit to the United States last year, 
and those who heard him were enthusiastic 
over the way in which he clearly presented 
the general situation in Europe today, and 
the wonderful way God has been using the 
Belgian Gospel Mission to lead souls to 
Christ and to distribute his Word. 

While Mr. Vansteenberghe is a Belgian, 
he has lived in England and he speaks 
French and Flemish, the two languages of 
Belgium, and English with equal facility, 
and last year proved himself to be a most 
acceptable speaker among the American 
people. He plans to come again to the 
United States this year, and will remain in 
this country from May until December. 

Mr. Vansteenberghe’s engagements for 
the coming months are as follows: 

May 9-11—Dallas Theological 
Dallas, Tex. 

May 28-31.—Victorious Life Conference, Kes- 
wick, N. J. 

te 6.—First Baptist Church, Atlantic City, 


Seminary, 


June 14.—Fulton Street Monthly Bible Lecture, 
New York City. a 

June 15.—Friendly League for Christian Serv- 
ice, noon luncheon, New York City. 

June 16.—Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Provi- 
dence, R. I, 

June 20.—Western Pennsylvania Bible Confer- 
ence, Grove City, Pa. 

July 3-7.—Baptist Bible Conference, Struthers, 
Ohio. 

July 11.—Gull Lake Bible Conference, Augusta, 
Mich. 

July 17-21.—Erieside Bible Conference, near 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


July 31.—Central Penna. Bible Conference; 
Lakemont Park, near Altoona, Pa. 
August 4.—Montrose General Conference, 


Montrose, Pa. 

August 7-11.—Victorious Life Conference, Kes- 
wick, N. J. 

August 12—Revelation Bible Conference, Stony 
Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 


August 13-15.—Victorious Life Conference, 
Keswick, N. J. 
August 18-22—“Ben Lippen” Conference, 


Asheville, N. C. 


August 24-26.—Medicine Lake Bible Conference, 
near Minneapolis, 


September 4-6.—Bethanna Bible and Mission- 
ary Conference, Southampton, Pa. 


Those who would like the opportunity of 
hearing him speak may arrange for meet- 
ings by writing to the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
a 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
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A “Mistake” That 
Saved a Girl from Despair 


(Continued from page 220) 


Club does. I feel that it is God’s answer 
for the prayers that have been going up so 
long on the part of those who love the 
Lord but did not know how to reach the 
young people with his Word.’ 

“And a young business girl in New Jer- 
sey wrote recently: ‘I think that you 
should know something that took place to- 
day. I was given a copy of your book “Sup- 
plied” 2 several weeks ago by one who 
knows that I have been bitter for more 
than two years when my father died. I 
did not read the book and I hated it, but 
I got it by mistake when I left the house 
this morning for work and was thinking 
to read a novel on the car, but my baby 
sister had put the novel cover jacket on 
the book “Supplied.” You can imagine 
my disgust when I saw the book I held. 
I turned at random to page 129 and began 
on the conversation about the small sis- 
ter, and you can know, too, that I was 
disgusted with my own sister for the way 
she had deprived me of the novel. Then 
suddenly I had bumped into this statement: 
“If we complain regarding our path and 
place, life becomes bitter. If we put Christ 
and his cross into the experience we are 
able to drink the cup, otherwise we can’t 
take it.” 

“‘T was intrigued at once. I smiled at 
your daring to say, “We can’t take it,” then 
I knew that you must be young enough to 
have the conversation of young people around 
you, and I read on, but came back to that 
passage and knew that God had called me 
to remember that I was attempting to have 
my own way. I turned to see what the 
chapter was about and saw the title: “Re- 
solved: To Believe God.” I had not made 
any New Year’s resolutions this year and 
called them foolish, but there I was riding 
along on the fast electric and it was but 
January fifth. I read, “To believe God is 
the most glorious privilege of earth; to 
believe God brings life eternal; to believe 





1 May be had from the Times Book Service, 
172t Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, $1.35 cloth, 
65 cents paper, postpaid. 
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God brings enjoyment of this life on the 
earth.” 

““T like your book! How can I tell you 
how much [I like it? It has turned me to 
face Christ and I cannot thank you or him 
enough, but I am praying that thousands 
buy it, read it, and believe it, because it 
makes one see the glories of Christ. Re- 
member the little poem on page 122? Well, 
I’m actually praying that tonight and the 
day went wonderfully ... the very day in 
which I was going to resign my work and 
commit— you know! Yes, and-God is 
good r ” 

ve 


An Early Neighbor 
of the Israelites 
(Continued from page 2a) 


tioned by this name in the Pentateuch, but 
their influence is there just the same. The 
Mittani were a military aristocracy of Indo- 
Iranian peoples who governed the older 
Horite population j1 this territory. Their 
major role in secular history was played 
in the period between Genesis and Exodus. 
But the indirect influence of these Indo- 
Iranian people shows up in the mixed Pal- 
estinian population that Joshua finds there 
at the time of his conquest. And excava- 
tions in Palestine and historical records in 
Egypt demonstrate that the influence of 
these Indo-Iranians was of good propor- 
tions. 

This Mittani power, although it was 
strong from the sixteenth to the fourteenth 
centuries, B. C., was nevertheless poorly 
situated from a military viewpoint. It is 
not surprising then that when Asia Minor 
produced the great Hittite king Subbilu- 
liuma, he conquered the Mittani and made 
them a mere vassal state of his empire. 
In due time, this Hittite empire in turn 
crashed. Then for a time this district of 
the middle Euphrates east of Carchemish 
passed through a checkered inconsequentfl 
history, until it was finally absorbed into 
the great Assyrian world empire. 

PITTSBURGH. 

ve 


Curistran Youtn is the Trmes weekly 
paper for young people. 2 
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THOUSANDS OF HOMES 
YET TO BE REACHED 


Besides hundreds of Sunday Schools, 
Flood Refugees, and C. C. C. Camps 


a a ** desire the sincere milk of the 
Some esteem it more their 
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Help us send Bibles and 
Portions to the needy NOW 


$10 provides 500 Gospels for 3 Camps 
$5 provides 50 Testaments for 2 Schools 
$2 provides 3 Bibles for 3 Homes 


American Scripture Gift Mission 


423 Forrest Bidg., Philadelphia, Penna. 
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Palestine, 
Past and Present 


in the New Year-Book 
of the Holy Land 


A Book of 144 Pages, With Many Full- 
page Illustrations and Maps, Printed 
on Highest Grade Enamel Paper 


W OULD you like to have 
authentic information on the 
population, area, industrial and agri- 
cultural developments, and the politi- 
cal situation in Palestine? 

Would you like to have for refer- 
ence a study of the historical develop- 
ment of Palestine? 


There is a table showing the area 
in square miles and the population 
of many countries for comparison 
with the figures for Palestine; a 
table of important dates from 2100 
B. C. to A. D. 1918; and a complete 
index. 

A wealth of information concern- 
ing the present state of the Holy 
Land is given in this book; impor- 
tant events since 1914 are traced in 
detail, and up-to-date statistics are 
tabulated for ready reference. 

Do you know just what the Brit- 
ish Mandate is, and the Balfour Dec- 
laration? 

And do you know what is the 
method of administration in Pales- 
tine? 


What are the leading products of 
the country? Just who are the Arabs, 
and what is the Arab attitude toward 
Jewish immigration? 

What official is at the head of the 
Palestine government? How can one 
obtain citizenship in Palestine? What 
are the educational opportunities 
there? How many Jews have emi- 
grated to Palestine? 

These, and a great many other 
questions of similar interest are an- 
swered fully in this book, with ap- 
propriate Scripture references. 

Because of the wealth of fact in 
this “Year Book of the Holy Land,” 
the prospective traveler will be en- 
lightened on some yery practical 
questions by a study of this fascinat- 
ing volume, and the Bible teacher 
and Bible student will value it for 
its background of detailed informa- 
tion concerning the Land of the 
Book, from early times to the pres- 
ent day. 


How You Can 
Get the Book 
Without Charge 


We'll be glad to send you a copy 
of the Holy Land Year Book with- 
out charge if you will send us five 
Get Acquainted subscriptions to the 
TIMEs, at 25 cents each, for ten 
weeks, to be sent to five of your 
friends who have not been subscribers 
within the last six months. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North 13th Street Philadelphia, Pa. 




















Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: A few months ago, at 
Hallowe’en, I was invited to a party at a class- 
mate’s home. She was not a Christian, and 
I couldn’t go because my parents were not 
willing. I felt very badly about it, for I did 
want to go. But now I am glad I didn’t get 
in company with her, because she “fell in love” 
with a boy who is only twelve years old. I 
want very much to have her converted to 
Christ, but I have not the conscience to ask 
her. I am only twelve years old, but I want 
to be a good Christian, and be able to bring 
her to accept Jesus Christ. Please pray for 
me and I will for you.—E, 


Y DEAR GIRL: It is very nice to 

have a letter from you, and to have 
you tell me of the experience with the 
chum who went to the party. I know now, 
at your age, it will seem very often that 
Mother is not wise in her decisions, but 
just as you found out in the case of this 
classmate, Mother could see farther than 
you. You can now look back and see where 
she was wise, and you can be glad that 
you were obedient. 

And do you know, when we consider 
the dear Lord Jesus, he, too, had to be 
obedient, even though he was the Son of 
God! We read of it in Hebrews 5:8. I 
am so glad that the Bible is for every age, 
and the old must: go to it for instruction, 
and the grown folks, and the young people, 
and the children. Have you ever read the 
first three verses of the sixth chapter of 
Ephesians? ‘That is especially for children, 
and it gives a promise to those who obey 
their parents. But then, that is not sur- 
prising, for God always gives rewards to 
those who follow his directions. Read the 
Book of Proverbs, and see how much is 
offered to us, just by following his wis- 
dom. The greatest need of the whole world 
today is wisdom, and the only place you 
can find it is at the throne of God. And 
our heavenly Father delights to give wis- 
dom to his children. Do you know another 
word for wisdom? I think it is “common 
sense.” And God will freely give, us that 
if we ask for it (Jas. 1:5). Shall we 
do it? : 

Now the great need of that classmate, 
besides a Saviour, is to have common sense, 
The idea of a girl of twelve thinking she 
is in love with a boy, or the boy thinking 
that about a girl! Isn’t that too bad? It 
is so silly and foolish to get such thoughts 
in their heads at that age. In heathen coun- 
tries we hear of such things, but they 
shouldn’t be true here in America. And we 
Christians know better than that, don’t we? 
She reeds to know the Lord Jesus and to 
put her mind on the wonderful things she 
can learn about the Christian life. When 
she is old enough to consider such things, 
God will lead her and teach her what real 
love is, for all real love comes from him! 

I hope you will pray for this classmate, 
and ask God to open her eyes to the 
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thoughts she is harboring at present. That 
is the greatest kindness you can do for 
her at this time, and ask God to bring her 
into a relationship with himself, that will 
change her outlook on life and cause her 
to grow into a woman who will take de- 
light in serving him, Only God can bring 
about such a change in her, but you can pray 
for this blessing for her, and God will an- 
swer and give you the desire of your heart, 
for it is always in the will of God to save a 
soul! I will help you pray for this dear 
girl, 





With the New Books | 


Immensity. God’s Greatness Seen in 
Creation. By Clarence H. Benson. (The 
Scripture Press, Chicago, $1.50.) In sharp 
contrast to numerous other introductions 
to the study of astronomy, the author of 
“Immensity” begins with the Bible. Step 
by step, throughout the book, he seeks to 
honor God and his Word, by referring the 
reader again and again to the Scriptures 
and by showing that there is no conflict 
between the revealed Word and what has 
been recorded in the heavens. Prepared as 
a companion volume to the author’s earlier 
book, “The Earth, the Theater of the Uni- 
verse,” this present volume shows the mar- 
velous skill and intelligence and benevolent 
wisdom with which the earth has been de- 
signed and placed among the other planets 
of our solar system, so that it might be 
a delightful and fit habitation for man, Then 
the reader is led on through “Immeasur- 
able Distance” to the “Incomprehensible 
Spheres” of our own galaxy and those that 
lie beyond, to contemplate the “Incompar- 
able Speeds,” the “Inconceivable Power,” 
the “Incalculable Numbers,” and the “In- 
imitable Precision” that is revealed by the 
telescope and spectroscope and the photo- 
graphic plate. So the reader reaches the 
inevitable conclusion and climax of the 
book, “The Creator Greater Than Cre- 
ation.” But let no one think that here 
is a dry textbook, suitable only for those 
who have studied or who are about to study 
astronomy. It has been prepared for popu- 
lar reading. Its figures have been reduced 
to round numbers, rather than given with 
the precision that a textbook would require, 
and its facts have been stated in such com- 
mon, everyday terms that they can be read- 
ily grasped by the average reader. Oni the 
other hand, it should prove invaluable in 
helping the student to see that there is 
much beyond the £ndings and conclusions 
of the professional astronomer. 


He Dwelt Among Us. By Ralph Connor, 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) 
The famous and much loved author of 
“Black Rock,” “The Sky Pilot,” and other 
widely read religious novels of twenty-five 
years ago comes to us now with an imagin- 
ative story of the life of our Lord. There 
is the same old-time power in vivid descrip- 
tion, human-life touches, dramatic and 
heart-s<arching scenes, making the book a 
notable one,—hard to stop reading wher- 
ever one opens it. It makes Gospel scenes 
and events live again in convincing reality. 

Ralph Connor’s genius in this sort of 
writing is so real that Christian readers 
will deeply regret that the book is marred 
by unscriptural, even anti-Scriptural, pas- 
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sages and characterizations. . The author’s 
presentation of the Lord seems at times to 
be Unitarian; he describes Christ as though 
he were a created human being searching 
for God, finding God, and setting forth the 
teachings of God. Thus after his baptism 
Christ-is pictured as going into the wilder- 
ness after saying to John the Baptist: “I 
go to find Ged— my own God and to re- 
ceive my message from Him for my peo- 
ple. . . . I must discover God.” “After 
long wandering, he lay down, weary and 
spent, ... waiting, and willing to die. ‘I 
awoke, and found myself with the everlast- 
ing arms about me, and looking up I saw 
a face, strong, pitiful and tender, and I knew 
it was the face of my Father. Ah! Then 
I discovered that God was my Father in 
Heaven, and I was at peace.’” “ ‘All gates 
are open. There are no barriers between 
the children of men and the heart of the 
Father in Heaven. That is my God, and 
that is my message from Him.’” There 
seems to be no hint of the unique Saviour- 
hood and Mediatorship of Christ and his 
atoning death; of the Christ who declared, 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” : 

The author slips disappointingly even in 
his literary art when he makes the Lord 
say to Martha: “Mary has got the best 
dish, and I am not going*®to drag her 
away from it.” What a lamentable descent 
to cheap vernacular this is, and what a 
travesty on our Lord’s words: “Mary hath 
chosen that good part, which shall not be 
taken away from her.” 

The combination one finds in this remark- 
able book, of writing and discernment at 
their best together with blindness to plain 
and precious Scriptural truth, raises the 
question whether, after all, the best of hu- 
man intellects ought ever to attempt an 
imaginative, fictional story of the life of 
our Lord, bringing in details and scenes 
and words that the author conceives but 
_ that are not found in the inspired Scripture. 
The Holy Spirit knew just what we needed 
to know, and what should be left outs ,Can 
the uninspired and imaginative ability of 
man add anything of value to the God- 
breathed Four Gospels? 


Comradeship for China Songs and 
Choruses. (China Inland Mission, 237 W. 
School Lane, Germantown, Philadelphia; 
150 St. George St., Toronto 5, Ont., Can., 
25 cents.) There is a sweetness and gen- 
tleness in the melodies and harmonies of 
these choruses that capture the heart at 
once. The words are dignified and Scrip- 
tural, yet simple enough for children to 
understand and they plainly teach many of 
the great Bible truths. This booklet of 
seventy-four pieces is a new edition, just 
issued this year by the Comradeship for 
China, which is the young people’s depart- 
ment of the China Inland Mission. The 
words and music are by Dr. Henry W. 
Frost, Frederic F. Helmer, Ernest M. 
Wadsworth, Ivan Allbutt, E. Margaret 
Clarkson, Ruth Greening, Helen L. Mount, 
Marguerite Paul, and Margaret Mae 
Philp. Pen and ink vignettes on many 
pages add to the attractiveness of the book- 
let. 

Here are the titles of a few of the 
choruses, which in some cases include the 
exact words of Scripture: Abraham’s 
Faith; A Scriptural Alphabet; What Must 
I Do to Be Saved? Whom Shall I-Send? 
God’s Word is True; Jesus Has Set Me 
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SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL 


Have you thought about the boys and girls for the summer time? LOOK AHEAD— 
See the coming advertisement in ‘‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs” of April 10th about the 
“ALL BIBLE SUMMER SCHOOL.” Have you realized how important the study of the 
Bible is as an antidote to evil suggestions and sinful propaganda among the youth? 


FOR INFORMATION WRITE 
DR. A. L. LATHEM, 434 E. BROAD STREET, CHESTER, PA. 
ENCLOSING 10c TO COVER THE POSTAGE ON SAME. 























Free; The House Upon a Rock; I Love 
to Sing of Jesus. This is an ideal song 
book for use at family worship in the home, 
in the Sunday school, and in all children’s 
and young people’s meetings. 


To a Catholic From a Protestant. By 
Neason Jones. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.) The occasion for the 
writing of this little book as related in the 
Introduction is interesting. In September, 
1935, Lord Howard of Penrith, formerly 
Sir Esme Howard, British Ambassador 
at Washington, published in a popular mag- 
azine an article of great human interest 
entitled “A Roman Courtship.” The article 
contained the suggestion that Protestants 
and evangelicals are not followers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. Neason Jones, a 
former president of the National Federa- 
tion of Men’s Bible Classes, writes this book 
as an open letter in answer to Lord How- 
ard. It is a dignified and courteous an- 
swer and yet lays very plain facts before 
its readers. Such questions as Purgatory, 
Penance, Papal Infallibility, Apostolic Suc- 
cession, and many others, which should be 
of interest to both Catholic and Protestant, 
have a very. profitable discussion here. The 
author believes in the real Gospel and is 
not afraid to proclaim his faith. At times 
he seems too lenient toward those who dif- 
fer with him, but his purpose seems to be 
to show what Protestantism is rather than 
to fight Roman Catholicism. He seeks to 
promote an understanding among all those 
who love our Lord Jesus Christ. 


The Origin of Religion. By Samuel M. 
Zwemer, D.D. (Cokesbury Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., $2.) “It is remarkable how 
many of the ancient heathen religions are 
referred to in the Bible.” In the polythe- 
ism of pagan religions, evolutionists thought 
they had found, even in the Bible, proof of 
the ascent of man from out of the realm 
of beasts. They built their theories up to 
prove that monotheism was a rather late 
achievement. Thus worshipful man, they 
said, ascended spiritually through polythe- 
ism and evolved monotheism. 

The Bible, however, begins with mono- 
theism. Its revelation from the very start 
is that of the one true and everlasting God. 
The evolutionists have tried to hack the 
unity of this Scriptural theme to pieces by 
inventing all sorts of documentary fallacies. 
Now all the findings of archeology, the de- 


ductions of ethnologists, and the philos- ~ 


ophies of historians are shaking the tenets 
of evolution. The facts point to monothe- 
ism’s being the first and only religion of 
man at the beginning. The “science” of 
origins is still a battlefield.. The conflict 
is a losing one for the evolutionist. 

The earnest Christian reader of Dr. 
Zwemer’s book will enjoy the wide sweep 
of his research and the conquering logic of 
his conclusions. His histories of the ideas 


Books by Clifford Lewis 


Nat. Pres, Y. P. Fellowship Clubs 


THRILLS OF CHRISTIAN YOUTH— 
Just off the press. Thrilling reports from youth lead- 
ers of several countries. Experiences of the author in 
45 states, Canada and Mexico. §0c each. 
YOUTH ON THE MARCH — Red flag, black 
flag, or banner of the cross? 

25c each; § for $1. 
GOOD NEWS POEMS—Nine original and 
others suitable for various occasions, 

15§c each; 2 for 2§c. 
MOTHER, THE UNCROWNED QUEEN — 
A_ message for entire family. Material for 
“ Mothers’ Day.” 1§c each; 2 for 25c. 


Gospel tracts free . 

All Four Books, $1 (Stamps for Subenge appreciated. ; ) 
REVIVAL PRAYER BAND 

8011 WILLARD AVE. DETROIT, MICH. 


FOR CHURCHES 


9 Simplify your work. 
Revell S Accounts always au- 
9 dited and correct. 
Treasurers Concise,simple. Time- 
saving weekly envelope 
(SELF-PROVING) 3333085; $330: 7/30 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 
that they are the English race, but shows that 
the Jews of today are of all twelve tribes. 
16 mo, 32 pages, art stock covers, 15c net 
BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 


THE TEN LOST TRIBES 








lo. 1, for 434 subs., in one 

r, 50; 882 subs., $3.00; 

By C. E. PUTNAM, Author and Bible Teacher 
Refutes the notion that ten tribes are lost or 
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RUSHFORD, MINNESOTA 


... Should Join With Us! 


A Christian Society for Christian Peo- 
ple... organized not for profit but to assist 
those who have been bereft of loved ones. 
Death benefits, according to ages, from $200 
to $1000.00. Average cost of $8 to $12 per year. 
Ministers and others please write to us for 
territory. 














When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





232 * 


of religion, God, the world and man, prayer 
and sacrifice, fire-worship, marriage and 
primitive ethics, and immortality furnish 
one of the most valuable surveys in the 
matter of origins, from the positively Chris- 
tian point of view —a viewpoint scientific- 
ally sound—that recent years have seen. 
Ministers and teachers will find Dr. 
Zwemer’s summaries and arguments excep- 
tionally valuable, and the thoughtful layman 
can add to the store of his knowledge by 
reading the book, 


The New Testament, with notes in- 
tended to point out the essential truths it 
contains, by Fernand Faivre. (To be ob- 
tained from the translator, Miss Alice Fon- 
tannaz, 506 Oakdale Ave., Chicago, 45 








THE LAST BOOK 


Dr.J.GreshamMachen 


THE CHRISTIAN 
VIEW OF MAN 


This new book, by the late Dr, 
Machen—well-known and gifted as a 
teacher, theologian, and scholar—is in 
answer to the crying need of our times 
that men shail be brought face to face 
again with the majesty of the law of 
God. 

Dr. Machen considers the vital question, 
“What is man?” and gives the Chris- 
tian answer—the answer found in the 
Bible. $2.50 
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THE MACMILLAN C0. 
New York 


60 Fifth Avenue 
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We kindly solicit your co-operation in evangeliz- 


ing WéS in Western Canada. 

an nanc help is urgently 

(Est. 26 years). Please communicate 

with Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission 

to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Canada. 
(Genesis 12:3) (Hosea 4:9) 
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cents.) The edition of the New Testament 
in French with notes by Pastor Faivre 
which has been so useful in the evangeliza- 
tion of French Catholics has now been 
translated into English. The explanatory 
notes are in the text itself, but printed in 
italics and in parentheses. They are both 
enlightening to Roman Catholics and valu- 
able for Christian workers dealing with 
Roman Catholics. ‘They are the result of 
Pastor Faivre’s long experience and evan- 
gelistic work among the Catholics of south- 
western France. He avails himself of every 
opportune verse to emphasize the gift of 
salvation by grace alone. This process of 
emphasizing this truth over and over again 
has been greatly blessed to drive it home to 
untaught readers. The Testaments are sold 
at cost price. Of the French edition some 
250,000 cepies have already been put into 
the hands of Roman Catholics of that 
tongue. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 5 to 11 


Mon.—Genesis 3 : 1-6. The Beginnings of Sin. 

Prayer SuccestTions: “By one man sin 
entered into the world” (Rom. 5:12). Sin 
broke out in Heaven under Satan, and en- 
tered this world by one man. That single 
spark of hellish fire in Adam has set the 
whole world aflame with iniquity. The 
beginnings of sin were small; but behold, 
the whole earth now is covered with the 
flood of ungodliness. Little sinners become 
great transgressors. He that converteth 
a sinner covers a multitude of sins (Jas. 
5:20). Begin soul-winning with the young. 
Pray for Children’s Bible Mission, 1821 
Walnut Street, W., Lakeland, Fla. 


Tues.—Genesis 3:7-15. What Sin Brought. 
Prayer Succestions: “The wages of sin 
is death” (Rom, 6:23). One sin brought 
death into this world. Here we see the 
fount of all sorrow, pain, and woe. Hor- 
rible, universal effects of sin are seen in 
every creature. Those who die in sin will 
experience forever in the world to come 
eternal woe. Sin that brought death pulled 
upon the heart strings of a loving God. The 
story of that love is crystallized in John 
3:16. Pray for the Netherlands East In- 
dies Mission, Legeweg, 85, Macassar, Cel- 
ebes, N. E. I. 
Wed.—Romans 3: 9-18 Sin Is Universal. 
Prayer Succestions: “All have sinned” 
(Rom, 3:23). Sin is in every soul. Its 
universality brought to light by world-wide 
exploration emphasizes that “there is not 
a just man upon the. earth.” The world- 
wide remedy for world-wide sin is Christ. 
Let the Gospel be preached “far as the 
curse is found.” Pray for the Association 
of Baptists for Evangelism in the Orient 
(1300 Schaff Bldg., Philadelphia). 
Thurs.—Ephesians 5 : 3-12. Sins of the Flesh. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “The filth of the 
flesh” (1 Pet. 3:21). Being “born of the 
flesh” we are in constant need of the cleans- 
ing power of the blood of Christ. The 


(Lesson for Apr. 11) Mar. 27, 1937 


“desires of the flesh” and the besetting “sins 
of the flesh” craving the “satisfying of the 
flesh” prevail unless we live in the Spirit. 
Shall Christ be magnified in your body? 
Pray for the Gospel Missionary Union, 841 
E. Seventh Street, Kansas City, Mo. 
Fri.—Romans 7 : 7-13. Sin Revealed by the Law. 
Prayer Succestions: “I had not known 
sin, but by the law.” Our first knowledge 
of sin is by the law in our hearts and in 
God’s Book. The good law of God brings 
out our badness. The law is a mirror. It 
reveals the need for Christ, the only rem- 
edy for sin. Pray for the Star of Hope 
Mission (Peter Stam, Sr., Director),. 34 
Broadway, Paterson, N. J. * 


Sat.—Ezekiel 18 : 1-4, Individual Accountability. 

Prayer Succestions: “All souls are 
mine.” We are not our own. And be- 
cause judgment against evil is not executed 
speedily hearts set themselves to do evil. 
But, despite delay, every man shall give 
account of himself to God (Rom. 14: 12). 
Responsibility is according to privilege. 
Pray for the China Sunday School Union, 
5 Quinsan Gardens, Shanghai, China. 


Sun.—1 John 1: 5-10. Cleansing from Sin. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The blood of 
Jesus Christ.” Christ’s offering of himself, 
as a sacrifice to God for our sins, so mak- 
ing peace, constitutes the most amazing act 
of God toward man. Thus he made atone- 
ment for sin. “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends” (John 15:13). “While we 
were yet sinners, CHRIST died for us” 
(Rom. 5:8). Pray for the League of 
Evangelical Students, 25 S. Forty-third 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy,“ five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to Y 


separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.75 each, per year. 
CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth. is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions.” These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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